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About the book: 

In this innovative study, Lea David critically investigates the relationship between human 

rights and memory, suggesting that, instead of understanding human rights in a normative 

fashion, human rights should be treated as an ideology. Conceptualizing human rights as an 

ideology gives us useful theoretical and methodological tools to recognize the real impact human 

rights has on the ground. David traces the rise of the global phenomenon that is the human rights 

memorialization agenda, termed 'Moral Remembrance', and explores what happens once this 

agenda becomes implemented. Based on evidence from the Western Balkans and Israel/Palestine, 

she argues that the human rights memorialization agenda does not lead to a better appreciation 

of human rights but, contrary to what would be expected, it merely serves to strengthen national 

sentiments, divisions and animosities along ethnic lines, and leads to the new forms of societal 

inequalities that are closely connected to different forms of corruptions.  

 

Lea David: 

Dr. Lea David finished her PhD at the Department of Sociology and Anthropology at Ben 

Gurion University, Israel. Her work examines how the transition to democracy is changing the 

content of collective memory in Serbia and is producing new social categories. Her dissertation 

explores how a contested past is managed through clashes between local and global memory 

cultures. She has also lectured on the conflict in the Former Yugoslav countries at various Israeli 

universities and colleges. Her post-doctoral research at the Strochlitz Institute for Holocaust 

Research at Haifa University deals with memory politics in international relations. 

 

for more information: 

https://people.ucd.ie/lea.david/about 

https://ucd.academia.edu/LeaDavid 
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