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Philosophy of Fiction: June 27, 2018, York University (UK)?

Fiction, the semantics of fiction, the metaphysics of fiction, and fictionalism
belong to the pivotal topics in contemporary analytic philosophy. Given the interest
in the topic, it is not a surprise that events dedicated to its problems abound. One
such event was hosted at the Department of Philosophy, University of York.

The workshop entitled Philosophy of Fiction took place on June 27, 2018 and
provided a vivid platform for contemporary research in the philosophy of fiction.
The workshop commenced with Peter Lamarque’s (University of York) “Fiction
as a Practice”, arguing that there are plausible ways of looking at a fiction more as
a practice than a theoretical investigation. Bjgrn Jespersen (VSB Technical Uni-
versity of Ostrava) in his “Vulcan Revisited: Is the F an F?” provided a hyperin-
tensional account for nonexistents and a hyperintensional account of requisites by
means of Transparent Intensional Logic. Gregory Currie (University of York) in-
vestigated the role of “The Narrator within the Fiction”, revisiting and discussing
his earlier views. Robin Le Poidevin (University of Leeds) tried to explain “Truth
in the Dream”, comparing it to truth in fiction. Martin Vacek (Slovak Academy of
Sciences) in his “Do You Want To Be an Ersatzer? You can Have Fiction for Free”
proposed a unified treatment of fictional characters and alien individuals within a
particular metaphysical picture of modality. Finally, Daniela Glavanicova (Slovak
Academy of Sciences, Comenius University in Bratislava, University of York),
who organized this workshop, presented a hybrid view on “Fictional Names and
Negative Existentials”.

The workshop was unique from at least two points of view. From the aesthetic
point of view, it took place in a beautiful medieval building King’s Manor in a
magnificent city with a rich and impressive history. From the academic point of
view, it provided an opportunity to present and discuss intriguing philosophical
ideas and views, and opened a new dimension of international cooperation between
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the Slovak Academy of Sciences and the UK researchers, the dimension not
acknowledged till these days.
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