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$%675$&7: 2Q� D� FRPPRQ� IRUPXODWLRQ�� UDWLRQDOLVW� LQIDOOLELOLVP� LV� FRPPLWWHG� WR� WZR�
PDLQ� WKHVHV�� �L�� ؄DQDO\WLF� D�SULRUL� LQIDOOLELOLVP؅� DQG� �LL�� ؄V\QWKHWLF� D�SULRUL� LQIDOOLELOLVP؅��
$FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKHVLV��L���D�UHODWLYHO\�ZLGH�UDQJH�RI�DQDO\WLF�D�SULRUL�SURSRVLWLRQV�FDQ�EH�LQ�
IDOOLEO\� MXVWLILHG�� $FFRUGLQJ� WR� WKHVLV� �LL��� D� UHODWLYHO\� ZLGH� UDQJH� RI� V\QWKHWLF� D� SULRUL�
SURSRVLWLRQV�FDQ�EH�LQIDOOLEO\�MXVWLILHG��,Q�WKLV�SDSHU��,�IRFXV�RQ�UDWLRQDOLVW�LQIDOOLELOLVP؅V�
VHFRQG�PDLQ� WKHVLV�� ZKDW� LV� EHLQJ� FDOOHG� ؄V\QWKHWLF� D� SULRUL� LQIDOOLELOLVP؅�� ,� DUJXH� WKDW�
V\QWKHWLF�D�SULRUL�LQIDOOLELOLVP��DQG�E\�H[WHQVLRQ�UDWLRQDOLVW�LQIDOOLELOLVP��LV�XQWHQDEOH��,Q�
SDUWLFXODU��H[SORULQJ�ZKDW�VHHPV�WR�EH�WKH�RQO\�SRWHQWLDOO\�SODXVLEOH�VSHFLHV�RI�V\QWKHWLF�
D�SULRUL�LQIDOOLELOLW\��,�UHMHFW�WKH�LQIDOOLEOH�MXVWLILFDWLRQ�RI�SURSRVLWLRQV�DERXW�WKH�VHOI�� 

.(<:25'6: &RJLWR׿��GXELWR׿��LQIDOOLELOLW\׿��SULYLOHJHG�DFFHVV׿��UDWLRQDOLVP׿��VHOI�NQRZOHGJH� 

1. Introduction: rationalist infallibilism  
and propositions about the self 

 2Q�D�WUDGLWLRQDO�IRUPXODWLRQ��UDWLRQDOLVW�LQIDOOLELOLVP�LV�D�GRFWULQH�FRP�
PLWWHG�WR�WZR�PDLQ�WKHVHV���L�� ؄DQDO\WLF�D�SULRUL� LQIDOOLELOLVP؅�DQG��LL�� ؄V\Q�
WKHWLF�D�SULRUL�LQIDOOLELOLVP؅��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKHVLV��L���D�UHODWLYHO\�ZLGH�UDQJH�
RI�DQDO\WLF�D�SULRUL�SURSRVLWLRQV�FDQ�EH�LQIDOOLEO\�MXVWLILHG��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�
VLV��LL���D�UHODWLYHO\�ZLGH�UDQJH�RI�V\QWKHWLF�D�SULRUL�SURSRVLWLRQV�FDQ�EH�LQIDO�
OLEO\�MXVWLILHG��,Q�VXP��WKHQ��IRU�WKH�UDWLRQDOLVW�LQIDOOLELOLVW�WZR�PDLQ�FDWHJR�
ULHV� RI� SURSRVLWLRQV� DUH� VXVFHSWLEOH� RI� LQIDOOLEOH� MXVWLILFDWLRQ�� �L�� DQDO\WLF�
SURSRVLWLRQV� VXFK� DV� ORJLFDO�� PDWKHPDWLFDO�� DQG� ؄FRQFHSWXDO؅� SURSRVLWLRQV��
DQG��LL���V\QWKHWLF�SURSRVLWLRQV�VXFK�DV�WKRVH�FRQFHUQLQJ�WKH�H[WHUQDO�ZRUOG�
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DQG� WKH� VHOI��7KRXJK� UDWLRQDOLVW� LQIDOOLELOLVP� LV� LQFUHDVLQJO\� IDOOLQJ� RXW� RI�
IDYRU��WKHUH�LV�QR�VKRUWDJH�RI�QRWDEOH���WK���VW�FHQWXU\�DGKHUHQWV�RI�RQH�RU�
PRUH�RI� WKH� WZR� VSHFLHV� RI� LQIDOOLEOH� D�SULRUL� MXVWLILFDWLRQ��$PRQJ�RWKHUV��
)XPHUWRQ���������0F*UHZ���������DQG�0F*UHZ�HW�DO�� �������VWLOO�SURIHVV�
WKH� D�SULRUL� LQIDOOLELOLW\�RI� VRPH�DQDO\WLF�SURSRVLWLRQV��ZKLOH�%XUJH� �������
������������DQG�/HZLV��������KDYH�UHFHQWO\�GHIHQGHG�WKH�D�SULRUL�LQIDOOLELO�
LW\�RI�VRPH�V\QWKHWLF�SURSRVLWLRQV��VHH�+RIIPDQQ��������������
� ,Q�WKLV�SDSHU��,�H[DPLQH�UDWLRQDOLVW�LQIDOOLELOLVP؅V�VHFRQG�WKHVLV��VR�FDOOHG�
؄V\QWKHWLF� D�SULRUL� LQIDOOLELOLVP؅���0RUH� VSHFLILFDOO\�� IRFXV�ZLOO�EH� UHVWULFWHG�
WR�ZKDW�DUH�OLNHO\�WKH�RQO\�SRWHQWLDOO\�YLDEOH�FDQGLGDWHV�IRU�V\QWKHWLF�D�SUL�
RUL�LQIDOOLEOH�MXVWLILFDWLRQ��SURSRVLWLRQV�DERXW�WKH�VHOI��,Q�WKH�FRXUVH�RI�WKLV�
H[SORUDWLRQ��,�UHMHFW�WKH�SRVVLELOLW\�RI�WKH� LQIDOOLEOH�D�SULRUL� MXVWLILFDWLRQ�RI�
SURSRVLWLRQV� DERXW� WKH� VHOI�� 0RUHRYHU�� RQ� WKH� VHHPLQJO\� UHDVRQDEOH� DV�
VXPSWLRQ�WKDW�SURSRVLWLRQDO�NQRZOHGJH�LQYROYHV�SURSRVLWLRQDO�MXVWLILFDWLRQ��
WKDW�IRU�D�SURSRVLWLRQ�WR�EH�NQRZQ�LW�PXVW�LQ�VRPH�VHQVH�EH�MXVWLILHG��WKH�
LPSOLFDWLRQ�LV�WKDW�LQIDOOLEOH�D�SULRUL�knowledge�DERXW�WKH�VHOI�LV�DOVR�RXW�RI�
UHDFK��

 2QH�SULPDU\�FDQGLGDWH�IRU�D�SULRUL�LQIDOOLELOLW\��SHUKDSV�WKH�PRVW�SURP�
LVLQJ�RQH��LV�LQ�WKH�GRPDLQ�RI�V\QWKHWLFLW\�

�2Q�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��WKLV�DQWL�LQIDOOLELOLVW�DUJXPHQW�GRHV�QRW�HOLPL�
QDWH�WKH�SRVVLELOLW\�RI�D�SULRUL�MXVWLILFDWLRQ�DQG�RU�NQRZOHGJH��DERXW�WKH�VHOI�
RU� RWKHUZLVH�� in general�� VLQFH� LW� OHDYHV� RSHQ� WKDW� VRPH� VSHFLHV� RI� fallible��
D�SULRUL�MXVWLILFDWLRQ�NQRZOHGJH�PLJKW�EH�ZLWKLQ�UHDFK���

2. Infallibility about the self 

�

������������������������������������������������������
��� ,�XQGHUWDNH�D�VLPLODU�SURMHFW�LQ�+RIIPDQQ���������
��� ,Q�ZKDW� IROORZV�� WKRXJK�� GLVFXVVLRQ�ZLOO� SULPDULO\� IRFXV� RQ� justification LQVWHDG� RI�
knowledge� LQ�RUGHU�WR�DYRLG�TXHVWLRQV�VXUURXQGLQJ�WKH�GHILQLWLRQ�RU�DQDO\VLV�RI�WKH�FRQ�
FHSW�RI�knowledge���
��� ,�DVVXPH�KHUH�WKDW�WKHUH�LV��L��DQ�DQDO\WLF�V\QWKHWLF�GLVWLQFWLRQ�DQG��LL��DQ�D�SULRUL�D�
SRVWHULRUL�GLVWLQFWLRQ�WKDW�FDQ�EH�GUDZQ�DORQJ�UHODWLYHO\�WUDGLWLRQDO�OLQHV���L��SURSRVLWLRQV�
ZKRVH�WUXWK�GHSHQGV�H[FOXVLYHO\�RQ�PHDQLQJ�SURSRVLWLRQV�ZKRVH� WUXWK�GRHVQ؅W�GHSHQG�
H[FOXVLYHO\� RQ� PHDQLQJ�� DQG� �LL�� SURSRVLWLRQV� MXVWLILDEOH� LQGHSHQGHQWO\� RI� H[SHULHQFH��
SURSRVLWLRQV�QRW�MXVWLILDEOH�LQGHSHQGHQWO\�RI�H[SHULHQFH��,I�LW�WXUQV�RXW��L��DQG�RU��LL��LV�
IDOVH�� WKLV� LV�RI� OLWWOH�FRQFHUQ�� VLQFH�VXUHO\� VNHSWLFLVP�WKDW� WKHUH� LV� D� VSHFLDO�GRPDLQ�RI�
DQDO\WLF�DQG�RU�D�SULRUL�SURSRVLWLRQV�LV�IDU�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�EH�KDUPIXO�WR�LQIDOOLELOLVW�WKDQ�
DQWL�LQIDOOLELOLVW�DVSLUDWLRQV��

�7R�QDPH�MXVW�D�IHZ��SURSRVDOV�
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IRU� V\QWKHWLF� D� SULRUL� LQIDOOLEOH� MXVWLILFDWLRQ� KDYH� LQFOXGHG� SURSRVLWLRQV�
DERXW�PDWHULDO�REMHFWV�� VXEVWDQFHV��SURSHUWLHV�� DQG�WKH�VHOI� �VHH�+RIIPDQQ�
�������������)RU�H[DPSOH��WKH�ILUVW�WKUHH�SURSRVDOV�IRU�V\QWKHWLF�D�SULRUL�LQ�
IDOOLEOH� MXVWLILFDWLRQ�KDYH�EHHQ�FDQYDVVHG�LQ�VRPH�IRUP�RU�DQRWKHU�E\�ERWK�
3ULFH� ������� DQG�/HZLV� ��������7KHUH� VHHPV� WR� EH� D� FRQVHQVXV�� WKRXJK��
WKDW�WKHVH�NLQGV�RI�SURSRVDOV�IRU�V\QWKHWLF�D�SULRUL�LQIDOOLELOLW\�KDYH�QRW�VXU�
YLYHG� VXVWDLQHG� UHYLHZ�� ,Q� DQ\� HYHQW�� ZKDWHYHU� WKH�PHULWV� RI� WKH� FDVH� IRU�
V\QWKHWLF�D�SULRUL�LQIDOOLELOLW\�DERXW�YDULRXV�H[WHUQDO�ZRUOG�SKHQRPHQD��GLV�
FXVVLRQ�KHUH�LV�FRQILQHG�WR�D�FODVV�RI�V\QWKHWLF�SURSRVLWLRQV�ZKRVH�D�SULRUL�
LQIDOOLELOLW\�VWLOO�VHHPV�WR�EH�D�OLYH�LVVXH׿��SURSRVLWLRQV�DERXW�WKH�VHOI��

� ,QGHSHQGHQW�RI�ZKHWKHU��&RJLWR��DQG��'XELWR��DUH�VHOI�MXVWLI\LQJ�DW�DOO��
L�H���ZKHWKHU�EHOLHI�LQ�WKHP�HVWDEOLVKHV�WKHLU�WUXWK��LQ�VRPH�SRWHQWLDOO\�falli-
ble�VHQVH���LV�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�RI�ZKHWKHU�WKH\�DUH�VXVFHSWLEOH�RI�infallible�MXVWL�
ILFDWLRQ��L�H���ZKHWKHU�EHOLHI�LQ�WKHP�HVWDEOLVKHV�WKHLU�WUXWK�LQIDOOLEO\�RU�LQ�
GHIHDVLEO\�� )RU� WKH� LQIDOOLELOLVW� WKH� SHUWLQHQW� TXHVWLRQ� LV� ZKHWKHU�&RJLWR�
OLNH�SURSRVLWLRQV��RU�DQ\�RWKHU�SURSRVLWLRQ�DERXW�WKH�VHOI�RI�VLJQLILFDQW�FRJ�
QLWLYH�LQWHUHVW��FDQ�EH�MXVWLILHG�LQ�D�ZD\�WKDW�LV�WUXWK�HQWDLOLQJ"�0RUH�VSH�

�
� 7UDGLWLRQDOO\��SURSRVLWLRQV�DERXW�WKH�VHOI�KDYH�EHHQ�DW�WKH�KHDUW�RI�WKH�
LQIDOOLELOLVW�SURJUDP� LQ�HSLVWHPRORJ\��)RU� WKH� LQIDOOLELOLVW�� �VRPH��SURSRVL�
WLRQV�DERXW�WKH�VHOI�DUH�VXSSRVHG�WR�EH�VHOI�MXVWLI\LQJ�RU�VHOI�YHULI\LQJ�LQ�WKH�
EDVLF�VHQVH�WKDW�WKHLU�PHUH�EHOLHI�HVWDEOLVKHV�WKHLU�WUXWK��,Q�VSHFLILFDOO\�UD�
WLRQDOLVW�WHUPV��D�SURSRVLWLRQ�DERXW�WKH�VHOI�LV�VXSSRVHG�WR�EH�VHOI�MXVWLI\LQJ�
LQ�WKH�VHQVH�WKDW�LWV�EHOLHI�LV�a priori�VXIILFLHQW�WR�HVWDEOLVK�LWV�WUXWK��'HV�
FDUWHV؅�SURSRVDOV�DERXW�ILUVW�SHUVRQ�PHQWDO�VWDWHV���������������II��DUH�WKH�
locus classicus�IRU�D�SULRUL�LQIDOOLELOLW\�DERXW�WKH�VHOI��VHH�+RIIPDQQ�����������
��������I�����

� �&RJLWR) ,�DP�WKLQNLQJ �WKHUHIRUH�,�H[LVW�DV�D�WKLQNLQJ�WKLQJ��

DQG�DORQJ�WKH�VDPH�OLQHV�

� �'XELWR� ,�DP�GRXEWLQJ��WKHUHIRUH�,�H[LVW�DV�D�GRXEWLQJ�WKLQJ����

������������������������������������������������������
��� 2WKHU�SURSRVDOV�IRU�V\QWKHWLF�D�SULRUL�LQIDOOLELOLW\�LQFOXGH�SXWDWLYH�RQWRORJLFDOO\�QHF�
HVVDU\� WUXWKV� WR� WKH� HIIHFW� WKDW� �VRPHWKLQJݛ H[LVWVݜ� RU� �DWݛ OHDVW� RQH� WKLQJ� H[LVWVݜ�� DQG�
ZHDNHQHG�&RJLWR�OLNH�SURSRVLWLRQV�VXFK�DVݛ�WKRXJKW�H[LVWVݜ�RUݛ�WKLQNLQJ�H[LVWVݜ��,�OHDYH�
RSHQ�WKDW�RQH�RU�PRUH�RI�WKHVH�V\QWKHWLF�SURSRVLWLRQV� LV�DQ� LQIDOOLEO\� MXVWLILHG�D�SULRUL�
WUXWK��ZKLOH�EHDULQJ�LQ�PLQG�WKHLU�LQGLVSXWDEO\�QHJOLJLEOH�FRJQLWLYH�LPSRUW�LQ�FRPSDUL�
VRQ�ZLWK�FODVVLFDO�&RJLWR�OLNH�SURSRVLWLRQV��WR�EH�FRQVLGHUHG�QH[W�LQ�WKH�WH[W����
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FLILFDOO\��FDQ�WKHVH�SURSRVLWLRQV�EH�MXVWLILHG�LQ�D�ZD\�WKDW�FRQIHUV�RQ�WKHP�
DEVROXWH�ZDUUDQW��RU�D�SUREDELOLW\�RI����ZKHUH� ؄SUREDELOLW\؅� LV�UHDG�LQ�SXWD�
WLYHO\�objective WHUPV��DQG�؄WUXWK؅�LV�UHDG�LQ�VWDQGDUG�UHDOLVW�WHUPV"�

� %XW�WKLV�QDVFHQW�DQWL�LQIDOOLELOLVW�OLQH�RI�DUJXPHQW�LV�OHVV�WKDQ�GHFLVLYH�DV�
SUHVHQWO\� IRUPXODWHG� VLQFH� WKH�&DUWHVLDQ� LQIDOOLELOLVW� DERXW� WKH� VHOI� KDV� DW�
KHU�GLVSRVDO�D�VWHDGIDVW�UHSO\�WR�LW��)RU�'HVFDUWHV��&RJLWR��DQG��'XELWR��DUH�
LQIDOOLEOH�D�SULRUL�VHOI�MXVWLI\LQJ�SURSRVLWLRQV�VLQFH�WKH\�DUH�LQVWDQFHV�RI�di-
rect� UDWLRFLQDWLRQ� WKDW� VXSSO\�XQPHGLDWHG� DFTXDLQWDQFH�ZLWK� WKH� UHDOLW\� RI�
WKH�WKLQNLQJ�VHOI��'HVFDUWHV��������������������'DYLG�/HZLV�����������II��
VLPLODUO\� VHHPV� WR� FRQVWUXH� �&RJLWR�� DQG� �'XELWR�� DV� SXUH� UDWLRQDO� LQWXL�
WLRQV��PLQXV� WKH�&DUWHVLDQ�PHWDSK\VLFV� �DERXW� VXEMHFWV�� DQG�FRPPLWPHQW�
WR�DQ\�IRUP�RI�LQWHUQDOLVP��LQWXLWLRQV�WKDW�IXUQLVK�XQPHGLDWHG�DFFHVV�WR�WKH�
UHDOLW\�RI�WKH�VXEMHFW��VHH�+RIIPDQQ������������DQG���������II�IRU�PRUH�RQ�
WKLV��

��
� 2QH�UDWLRQDOH�IRU�UHMHFWLQJ�LQIDOOLEOH�D�SULRUL�VHOI�MXVWLI\LQJ�SURSRVLWLRQV�
VWHPV� IURP� D� ILUPO\� HQWUHQFKHG� HSLVWHPRORJLFDO� SULQFLSOH�� 7KH� UHFHLYHG�
YLHZ�DW�SUHVHQW�VHHPV�WR�EH�WKDW�MXVWLILFDWLRQ�IRU�SURSRVLWLRQV�DERXW�WKH�VHOI�
FDQ�QHYHU�EH�determinately�UHIOH[LYH�RU�VHOI�UHIHUULQJ��H�J���0F'RQDOG��������
)RU�H[DPSOH��LI�,�KDYH�WKH�WKRXJKWݛ�,�DP�FXUUHQWO\�WKLQNLQJݜ��WKH�ZDUUDQW�
IRU� WKH� WUXWK�RI� WKH�SURSRVLWLRQ�H[SUHVVHG�E\� WKLV� WKRXJKW�FDQQRW�EH�RE�
WDLQHG�E\�WKH�PHUH�KDYLQJ�RI�WKLV�WKRXJKW��,QVWHDG��LW�LV�UHDVRQHG��LW�PXVW�
EH�VHFXUHG�YLD�VRPH�NLQG�RI�UHIOHFWLRQ�RQ�WKH�WKRXJKW��0RUHRYHU��LQVRIDU�DV�
UHIOHFWLRQ�LPSOLHV�WKH�H[LVWHQFH�RI�WZR��QXPHULFDOO\�GLVWLQFW�WKRXJKWV�SUH�
VHQW�LQ�WKLV�FDVH��D�ILUVW�DQG�D�VHFRQG�RUGHU�WKRXJKW���LW�LV�XQFOHDU�KRZ�WKH�
VHFRQG�RUGHU�WKRXJKWݛ�,�WKLQN�WKDW�,�DP�WKLQNLQJݜ�FDQ�LQIDOOLEO\�MXVWLI\�LWV�
ILUVW�RUGHU� FRQVWLWXHQW� �,ݛ DP� WKLQNLQJ��7ݜKH� XSVKRW� RI� WKLV� OLQH� RI� DUJX�
PHQW�LV�WKDW�&RJLWR�OLNH�SURSRVLWLRQV�VXFK�DVݛ�,�DP�WKLQNLQJݜ��RU�HYHQ�LWHU�
DWHG�&RJLWR�OLNH�SURSRVLWLRQV�VXFK�DVݛ�,�WKLQN�WKDW�,�DP�WKLQNLQJݜ��GR�QRW�
DSSHDU�VXVFHSWLEOH�RI�LQIDOOLEOH�MXVWLILFDWLRQ��

�

������������������������������������������������������
��� 0RUH�RQ�WKLV�FRQVWUXDO�RI�infallibility DQG�LWV�EHDULQJ�RQ�WKH�SRVVLELOLW\�RI�D�SULRUL�LQ�
IDOOLELOLW\�DERXW�WKH�VHOI�LQ�i����

�

��� 2QH�PLJKW�REMHFW�WR�GLUHFW��WLPH�VHQVLWLYH�UDWLRQDO�LQWXLWLRQV�DV�D�VRXUFH�RI�MXVWLILFD�
WLRQ�NQRZOHGJH�RQ�pro tanto�HPSLULFDO�JURXQGV��,I�RQH؅V�GLUHFW�؄DFTXDLQWDQFH؅�ZLWK�VXE�
MHFWLYH�UHDOLW\�LV�UHVWULFWHG�WR�WKH�VSHFLRXV�SUHVHQW�DQG�YDQLVKHV�RQ�VHFRQG�RUGHU�UHIOHF�
WLRQ��LW�PLJKW�EH�DUJXHG��&DUWHVLDQ�UDWLRQDO�LQWXLWLRQV�FDQQRW�FRQIHU�UDWLRQDO�MXVWLILFDWLRQ�
RQ�SURSRVLWLRQV� DERXW� ILUVW� SHUVRQ�PHQWDO� VWDWHV� �RU� DQ\� RWKHU� FRQWHQW�EHDULQJ� VWDWH���
$VVXPLQJ�MXGJPHQW�LV�GLDFKURQLF�DQG�UDWLRQDO�LQWXLWLRQV�DUH�V\QFKURQLF��LQWXLWLRQV�LQ�
GH[HG�WR�WLPH�IUDJPHQWV�ODFN�QRUPDWLYH�IRUFH�VLQFH�WKH\�GLVDSSHDU�MXVW�DV�RQH�UHJLVWHUV��
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� 1HHGOHVV� WR� VD\�� QR� FODLP� WR� WKH� XQOLPLWHG� VFRSH� RI� LQIDOOLEOH� D� SULRUL�
MXVWLILFDWLRQ�DERXW�WKH�VHOI�LV�PDGH�KHUH���)RU�'HVFDUWHV�DQG�/HZLV�WKH�SRV�
VLELOLW\�RI� LQIDOOLELOLW\�DERXW�WKH�VHOI� LV�FRQGLWLRQDO�XSRQ�WKH�VDWLVIDFWLRQ�RI�
H[SOLFLW�GHVLGHUDWD�� UHVSHFWLYHO\��'HVFDUWHV؅� FOHDUQHVV�DQG�GLVWLQFWQHVV�FULWH�
ULRQ� DQG� /HZLV؅� QXPHURXV� FULWHULD� IRU� LJQRULQJ� FRXQWHUIDFWXDO� SRVVLELOL�
WLHV؁VWDWHV�RI�DIIDLU�WKDW�ZRXOG�XQGHUPLQH�WKH�WUXWK�RI�WKH�SURSRVLWLRQ�DW�
LVVXH��%XW� LQ�VLWXDWLRQV�ZKHUH�WKH�UHOHYDQW�FULWHULD�DUH�PHW�RQH�FDQ�EH�DF�
TXDLQWHG�ZLWK�RQH؅V�PHQWDO�VWDWHV�GLUHFWO\�DQG�LPPHGLDWHO\��

������������������������������������������������������
D� MXGJPHQW� DERXW� WKHP�� ,� UHVHUYH� MXGJPHQW� RQ� WKLV� NLQG�RI� REMHFWLRQ� VLQFH� LW� HQOLVWV�
FRQWURYHUVLDO� SUHPLVHV� FRQFHUQLQJ� WKH� QDWXUH� RI� PHPRULDO� FRJQLWLRQ� DQG� NQRZOHGJH��
H�J���WKDW�WKH\�DUH�WHPSRUDO�WRNHQV��LQGH[HG�WR�WKHLU�WLPH�RI�FRQFHSWLRQ��)RU�GLVFXVVLRQ�
RI�WKH�QDWXUH�RI�PHPRULDO�FRJQLWLRQ�DQG�NQRZOHGJH�DQG�LWV�EHDULQJ�RQ�WKH�YLDELOLW\�RI�
ILUVW� SHUVRQ� D� SULRUL� MXGJPHQWV�� VHH� %RJKRVVLDQ� �������� /XGORZ� �������� %UXHFNQHU�
��������DQG�*ROGEHUJ����������
��� )RU�HDVH�RI�H[SRVLWLRQ�� ؄LQIDOOLELOLW\� DERXW� WKH� VHOI؅�ZLOO�KHUHDIWHU� ODUJHO\�EH�XVHG� DV�
VKRUWKDQG� IRU� ؄LQIDOOLEOH� D� SULRUL� MXVWLILFDWLRQ� DERXW� WKH� VHOI؅� DQG� ؄LQIDOOLEOH� D� SULRUL�
NQRZOHGJH�DERXW�WKH�VHOI؅���
��� 7KH�JHQHUDO�QRWLRQ�RI�GLUHFW�D�SULRUL�DFTXDLQWDQFH�GHPDQGV�FORVH�LQVSHFWLRQ��,Q�SDU�
WLFXODU��EH\RQG�LQGLVWLQFW�IRUPXODWLRQV�RI�WKH�SKHQRPHQRQ�LQ�WHUPV�VXFK�DV�؄WKH�OLJKW�RI�
UHDVRQ؅�� ؄LQWXLWLYH�REYLRXVQHVV؅�RU�WKH�OLNH��LPSRUWDQW�LVVXHV�DULVH�FRQFHUQLQJ�WKH�PRGDO�
VWDWXV��HPSLULFDO� VWDWXV��DQG�WUXWK�FRQGXFLYHQHVV�RI�SXUH�UDWLRQDO� LQWXLWLRQV��7\SLFDOO\��
UDWLRQDO� LQWXLWLRQV� DUH� GHHPHG� QHFHVVDU\�� LPSHUYLRXV� WR� HPSLULFDO� GDWD�� DQG� LQIDOOLEO\�
WUXWK�FRQGXFLYH��)RU�H[DPSOH��%RQMRXU�������������LQ�GHIHUHQFH�WR�WKH�ILUVW�WZR�FULWHULD��
GHFODUHV�UDWLRQDO� LQWXLWLRQV�SURYLGH؈�GLUHFW�RU� LPPHGLDWH� LQVLJKW� LQWR�WKH�WUXWK�� LQGHHG�
WKH�QHFHVVDU\�WUXWK��RI�WKH�UHOHYDQW�FODLP�ؒ��7KH\�DUH�WKXV�SXWDWLYH�LQVLJKWV�LQWR�WKH�HV�
VHQWLDO�QDWXUH�RI�WKLQJV�RU�VLWXDWLRQV�RI�WKH�UHOHYDQW�NLQG��LQWR�WKH�ZD\�WKDW�UHDOLW\�LQ�WKH�
UHVSHFW�LQ�TXHVWLRQ�must�EH؉��7XUUL���������FRQWUD�WKH�WUDGLWLRQDO�YLHZ��GHIHQGV�WKH�SRV�
VLELOLW\�RI�VRPH�NLQGV�RI�contingent�D�SULRUL�UDWLRQDO�LQWXLWLYH�NQRZOHGJH��7KH�EHDULQJ�RI�
VXFK�LVVXHV�RQ�WKH�SRVVLELOLW\�RI�LQIDOOLELOLW\�DERXW�WKH�VHOI�ZLOO�EHFRPH�HVSHFLDOO\�HYLGHQW�
LQ�i���

�LQ�D�ZD\�WKDW�
HOLPLQDWHV� WKH� QHHG� IRU� VHFRQG�RUGHU� UHIOHFWLRQ� )RU� 'HVFDUWHV�� DOWKRXJK�
/HZLV� LV�PRUH�FLUFXPVSHFW�RQ�WKLV�SRLQW��WKLV� LQFOXGHV�PHQWDO�VWDWHV�ZLWK�
SURSRVLWLRQDO�FRQWHQW��VXFK�DV�EHOLHIV�DERXW�WKH�VHOI��H�Jݛ���,�DP�QRZ�WKLQN�
LQJݜ���,W�IROORZV��RQ�WKLV�JHQHUDO�RXWORRN��WKDW�WKHUH�LV�DW�OHDVW�D�VPDOO�FODVV�
RI�SURSRVLWLRQV� DERXW� WKH� VHOI� WKDW� DUH�GHWHUPLQDWHO\� UHIOH[LYH�� DQG�FRQVH�
TXHQWO\��ZKRVH�EHOLHI�JXDUDQWHHV�WKHLU�WUXWK��VHH�DOVR�%XUJH������������� �
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3. Infallibilism and direct ratiocination 

� ,Q� FRQVHTXHQFH�� D� PRUH� GLUHFW� FRQIURQWDWLRQ� RI� &DUWHVLDQ� LQIDOOLELOLVP�
DERXW�WKH�VHOI�LV�UHTXLUHG��$V�D�ILUVW�DWWHPSW��LW�PLJKW�EH�DUJXHG�DJDLQVW�WKH�
&DUWHVLDQ� LQIDOOLELOLVW� WKDW�&RJLWR�OLNH� VHOI�MXVWLI\LQJ� SURSRVLWLRQV� FDQQRW� EH�
UDWLRQDOO\�MXVWLILHG�in esse��$W�ERWWRP��GLUHFW�DFTXDLQWDQFH�ZLWK�WKH�PHQWDO�LV��
D�QRWRULRXVO\�SHUSOH[LQJ�HSLVWHPLF�SKHQRPHQRQ� �VHH�%RQMRXU���������I� IRU��
D�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�VRPH�RI�WKH�PDLQ�FRQFHUQV���LW�LV�DQ�HQLJPD�KRZ�EUXWH�PHQWDO�
VWDWHV� �DERXW� WKH� VHOI� RU� RWKHUZLVH�� FDQ�EH� YHKLFOHV� RI� UDWLRQDO� MXVWLILFDWLRQ���
$�SLYRWDO� FRQFHUQ� LV�PHQWDO� VWDWHV� RI� WKH� IRUP� �؅P�H[SHULHQFLQJ,ݛ OLNH� thisݜ��
ZKHUH�this GHVLJQDWHV�D�SULPLWLYH�IHDWXUH�RI�H[SHULHQFH��ORRN�GHYRLG�RI�FRJQL�
WLYH�FRQWHQW؁WKH�NLQG�RI�FRQWHQW�WKDW�FDQ�ILJXUH�LQ�MXGJPHQWV���
� 7R�EH�VXUH��PHQWDO�VWDWHV�RI�WKLV�NLQG�ODFN�descriptive�FRQWHQW�VLQFH�WKH\�
WDNH�WKH�IRUP؅,ݛ�P�H[SHULHQFLQJ�OLNH�thatݜ�LQVWHDG�RI؅,ݛ�P�H[SHULHQFLQJ�OLNH�
that�DQG�QRW�OLNH�that��6ݜXFK�PHQWDO�VWDWHV��LW�FDQ�VFDUFHO\�EH�GHQLHG��GR�QRW�
HQFRGH�HLWKHU�GHILQLWH�RU�LQGHILQLWH�GHVFULSWLRQV��RQ�DQ\�UHPRWHO\�SODXVLEOH�
FRQVWUXDO�RI�؄GHVFULSWLRQ؅��
� 7KH�FUXFLDO�TXHVWLRQ��WKHQ��LV�ZKHWKHU�WKH�PHQWDO�VWDWHV�XQGHU�FRQVLG�
HUDWLRQ�SRVVHVV�VRPH�NLQG�RI� ؄PLQLPDO؅��QRQ�GHVFULSWLYH�FRJQLWLYH�FRQWHQW��
FRQWHQW� WKDW� FDQ� SOD\� D� MXVWLILFDWRU\� UROH�� 2QH� UHDVRQ� IRU� EHLQJ� VNHSWLFDO�
DERXW�WKLV�SRVVLELOLW\�LV�WKHUH�GRHVQ؅W�VHHP�WR�EH�DQ�LQWHOOLJLEOH�DFFRXQW�RI�
WKH�UHIHUHQFH�RI�RVWHQVLEO\�SULPLWLYH�PHQWDO�VWDWHV��2Q�WKH�VXUIDFH��WKH�UHI�
HUHQW� RI� WKH� GHPRQVWUDWLYH� this LQ� VXFK� PHQWDO� VWDWHV� LV� LQWUDFWDEOH�� )RU�
VWDUWHUV��VLQFH� LW� LV� IXQGDPHQWDOO\�GHLFWLF�� this�REYLRXVO\�GRHV�QRW�GHVLJQDWH��
D� FRQWH[W�LQGHSHQGHQW� VWDWH� RI� DIIDLUV��0RUH� LPSRUWDQWO\�� WKH� UHIHUHQW� RI�
this�� VLQFH� LW� LV�QHFHVVDULO\� D� SULPLWLYH� IHDWXUH�RI� UHDOLW\�� ORRNV� WR�EH� FRP�
SOHWHO\� subject�GHSHQGHQW��PHDQLQJ� LW�GRHVQ؅W�HYHQ�VHHP�WR�KDYH�D� context-
relative�VHPDQWLF�YDOXH؁D�VHPDQWLF�YDOXH�VWDEOH�DFURVV�VRPH�VHW�RI�FRQWH[�
WXDOO\�UHOHYDQW�YDULDEOHV��,I�WKLV�LV�FRUUHFW��WKH�PHQWDO�VWDWHV�LQ�TXHVWLRQ�FDQ�
EH� YLHZHG� DV� SXUHO\� SKHQRPHQDO�� DQG� FRQVHTXHQWO\�� DV� ODFNLQJ� FRJQLWLYH�
VLJQLILFDQFH��,W�ZRXOG�IROORZ��LQ�WKLV�FDVH��WKDW�WKH\�FDQQRW�IXUQLVK�VXSSRUW�
IRU�SDUWLFXODU�K\SRWKHVHV�RU�FODLPV��WKDW�WKH\�FDQQRW�UDLVH�WKH�FUHGLELOLW\�RI�

��

������������������������������������������������������
��� 6RPH�LQIDOOLELOLVWV��H�J���0F*UHZ�������0F*UHZ�HW�DO���������W\SLFDOO\�RI�DQ�LQWHU�
QDOLVW�EHQW��H[SOLFLWO\� UHMHFW� WKLV� VHHPLQJO\� LQQRFXRXV�WKHVLV��$�PRUH�GLUHFW�GHIHQVH�RI�
WKLV� WKHVLV� LV� SURYLGHG� LQ�i��� LQ� RXU�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI� WKH� LQIDOOLELOLVW؅V� DSSHDO� WR� WKH�SKH�
QRPHQRQ�RI�direct reference�RU�acquaintance�LQ�DSSOLFDWLRQ�WR�EHOLHIV�DERXW�PHQWDO�VWDWHV��
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D� SURSRVLWLRQ�� EHOLHI�� RU� XWWHUDQFH� LQ� FRPSDULVRQ�ZLWK� DQ\� RWKHU� SURSRVL�
WLRQ��EHOLHI��RU�XWWHUDQFH��
� 1DWXUDOO\�� LQ� UHVSRQVH�� WKH� LQIDOOLELOLVW�ZLOO� FRQWHQG� WKDW� WKH� UHIHUHQW� RI�
WKH�GHPRQVWUDWLYH�this� LQ�SULPLWLYH�PHQWDO�VWDWHV� LV�� LQ�D� IXQGDPHQWDO�VHQVH��
QRQ�GLVFXUVLYH��L�H���LW�ODFNV�FRQFHSWXDO�FRQVWLWXHQWV��FRPSOH[�VWUXFWXUH��GLV�
FUHWH� FRPSRQHQWV�� HWF�� ,Q� WKLV� FRQQHFWLRQ�� WKH� LQIDOOLELOLVW�PLJKW� DSSHDO� WR��
D�VSHFLDO�NLQG�RI�UXGLPHQWDU\�FRJQLWLRQ��WKH�OLNHV�RI�ZKLFK�KDV�EHHQ�DUWLFX�
ODWHG�E\�+XVVHUO� DQG�%UHQWDQR�� DPRQJ�RWKHUV��� D� NLQG�RI� FRJQLWLRQ� WKDW� LV�
SULRU�WR�ODQJXDJH�RU�SRVVLEO\�HYHQ�WR�FRQFHSWXDOL]DWLRQ��DV�WKH�VRXUFH�RI�VHOI�
MXVWLI\LQJ�LQIDOOLEOH�EHOLHI�DERXW�WKH�VHOI��%XW WKH�YLHZ�WKDW�WKHUH�FDQ�EH�SUH�
FRQFHSWXDO��RU�ZKDW�KDV�EHHQ�FDOOHG�؄VHPL�MXGJPHQWDO؅�PHQWDO�VWDWHV�WKDW�LQ�
IDOOLEO\�MXVWLI\�SURSRVLWLRQV�DERXW�WKH�VHOI�ORRNV�SDWHQWO\�XQWHQDEOH��$�SLYRWDO�
FRQFHUQ�LV�LW�VHHPV�YLUWXDOO\�XQGHQLDEOH�WKDW�PHQWDO�VWDWHV�WKDW�DUH�YHKLFOHV�RI�
MXVWLILFDWLRQ� PXVW� LQ� some� VHQVH� EH� UHSUHVHQWDWLRQDO� �%RQMRXU� GHIHQGV� WKLV�
FRQWHQWLRQ�LQ�%RQMRXU�6׿�RVD������������7KLV��RI�FRXUVH�� LV�QRW�WR�VD\�WKDW�
WKH� UHSUHVHQWDWLRQDO� FRQWHQW�RI� MXVWLILFDWRU\�PHQWDO� VWDWHV�QHHG�EH� DQ\WKLQJ�
OLNH�D�WUXWK�HYDOXDEOH�SURSRVLWLRQDO�WKHVLV�RU�DVVHUWLRQ��RU�WKDW�LW�EH�H[SOLFLWO\�
IRUPXODWDEOH�LQ�WHUPV�RI�VRPHWKLQJ�OLNH�؄FRPSDULVRQ؅�RU�؄FRQWUDVW؅�FODVVHV��$W�
D�PLQLPXP��WKRXJK��VXFK�PHQWDO�VWDWHV�PXVW�KDYH�VRPH�NLQG�RI�UHSUHVHQWD�
WLRQDO� FRQWHQW� �RU� SHUKDSV� informational� FRQWHQW�� LI� RQH� SUHIHUV��� L�H��� WKH\�
PXVW�GHSLFW�WKLQJV�DV�EHLQJ�RQH�ZD\�UDWKHU�WKDQ�DQRWKHU��LQ�RUGHU�WR�IXQFWLRQ�
DV�MXVWLILHUV��%XW�VLQFH�WKH�PHQWDO�VWDWHV�LQ�TXHVWLRQ�ODFN�VXFK�FRQWHQW��WKH\�
FDQQRW�VXSSO\�ZDUUDQW�IRU�SURSRVLWLRQV�DERXW�WKH�VHOI��OHW�DORQH�absolute ZDU�
UDQW��7KH�LUUHVLVWLEOH�LQIHUHQFH�LV�WKDW�GLUHFW�UDWLRFLQDWLRQ�DERXW�WKH�VHOI�FDQ�
QRW�EH�WKH�VSULQJ�RI�D�SULRUL�LQIDOOLELOLW\�DERXW�WKH�VHOI���

 $QRWKHU�UHSO\�WR�RXU�GLVPLVVDO�RI�LQIDOOLELOLVP�DERXW�WKH�VHOI�LQYROYHV�WKH�
DWWHPSW�WR�GHYHORS�D�PRUH�WKHRUHWLFDOO\�PRWLYDWHG�DFFRXQW�RI�GLUHFW�UDWLRFL�

�

4. Direct ratiocination and conceptual acquaintance 

������������������������������������������������������
���� 7KH� DUJXPHQW� ,� DGYDQFH� KHUH� KDV� VRPH� UHVHPEODQFH� WR� D� ZLGHVSUHDG� DQWL�IRXQ�
GDWLRQDOLVW�DUJXPHQW�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�ZKLFK�D�PHQWDO�VWDWH�FDQQRW�ERWK��L��KDYH�FRJQLWLYH�
LPSRUW�DQG��LL��SURYLGH�D�IRXQGDWLRQ�IRU�SURSRVLWLRQDO�NQRZOHGJH��+HUH�,�WDNH�QR�VWDQFH�
RQ� WKH� DQWL�IRXQGDWLRQDOLVW� SROHPLF�� 6LQFH� ZH� KDYHQ؅W� UXOHG� RXW� WKH� SRVVLELOLW\� WKDW�
WKHUH� DUH� GHIHDVLEOH� IRXQGDWLRQV� IRU� SURSRVLWLRQDO� NQRZOHGJH� WKDW� FDQ� EH� VHFXUHG� LQ��
D�PDQQHU� WKDW�GRHV�QRW� LQYROYH� GLUHFW� DFTXDLQWDQFH�ZLWK�PHQWDO� VWDWHV�� RXU� DUJXPHQW�
KDV�QR�GLUHFW�EHDULQJ�RQ�IDOOLELOLVW�YDULDQWV�RI�IRXQGDWLRQDOLVP���
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QDWLRQ��,Q�EULHI��LQ�WKLV�YHLQ��RQH�PLJKW�GHIHQG�WKH�SRVVLELOLW\�RI�D�NLQG�RI�
GLUHFW�FRQFHSWXDO�DFTXDLQWDQFH�RQ�WKH�EDVLV�RI�DQ�DFFRXQW�RI�ILUVW�SHUVRQ�UD�
WLRQDO�LQWXLWLRQV��DQ�DFFRXQW�WKDW�PLJKW�EH�FRQVLGHUHG�LQ�VRPH�VHQVH�SKH�
QRPHQRQRORJLFDOO\�IDLWKIXO��)RU�H[DPSOH��RQH�PLJKW�H[SORLW�D�YLHZ�RI�ILUVW�
SHUVRQ� UDWLRQDO� LQWXLWLRQV� DORQJ� WKH� OLQHV� RI� %RQMRXU؅V� ������� ������ DQG�
%HDOHU؅V� �������appearance PRGHO� WR� WKLV� HIIHFW��ZKHUH� VXFK� LQWXLWLRQV� LQ�
YROYH�D�NLQG�RI�seeing�RU�visualizing�RI�VXEMHFWLYH�UHDOLW\��UDWKHU�WKDQ�D�FRQ�
FHSWXDO�RU�SURSRVLWLRQDO�JUDVS�RI�LW��Q�E���QHLWKHU�%RQMRXU�QRU�%HDOHU�DUH�LQ�
IDOOLELOLVWV� DERXW� WKH� VHOI��� 6LQFH� RQ� WKLV� PRGHO� &RJLWR�OLNH� SURSRVLWLRQV�
WDNH�WKH�JHQHUDO�IRUP؅,ݛ�P�H[SHULHQFLQJ�IHHOLQJ�EHLQJ�DSSHDUHG�WR�OLNH�that��
WKHUHIRUH� thatݜ�� ZKHUH� that� GRHV� QRW� UHIHU� WR� D� SURSRVLWLRQDO� REMHFW�� WKH\�
PLJKW�EH� WKRXJKW� WR� VHFXUH�GLUHFW� �QRQ�GLVFXUVLYH��DFTXDLQWDQFH�ZLWK� WKH�
UHDOLW\� RI� WKH� WKLQNLQJ�H[SHULHQFLQJ� VHOI�� 7KH� LQIDOOLELOLW\� RI� &RJLWR�OLNH�
SURSRVLWLRQV�LQ�WKLV�FDVH�LV�WKXV�VXSSRVHG�WR�VWHP�IURP�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�WKH\�
HQMRLQ� D� NLQG� RI� GLUHFW� UHIHUHQFH� RU� DFTXDLQWDQFH� ZLWK� PHQWDO� VWDWHV�
�0F*UHZ�HW�DO�������������%XUJH�������%XUJH��������DQDORJRXV�WR�WKH�ZD\�
VRPH�KDYH� FODLPHG�RQH�PLJKW�EH�GLUHFWO\� DFTXDLQWHG�ZLWK� IHDWXUHV�RI� WKH�
H[WHUQDO�HQYLURQPHQW�WKURXJK�SHUFHSWLRQ��
� ,PSRUWDQWO\��WKLV�YDULDQW�RI�LQIDOOLELOLVP�DERXW�WKH�VHOI�LV�QRW�WLHG�WR�LQ�
WHUQDOLVP� �DV� LQ�0F*UHZ� HW� DO�� ������ ��ZKHUH׿ WKH� FRQWHQW� RI� DQG�RU� WKH�
MXVWLILFDWLRQ�FRQGLWLRQV� IRU�RQH؅V�PHQWDO� VWDWHV�DUH� LQ� VRPH�VHQVH� ؄VXEMHFW�
LQWHUQDO؅� �H�J��� LQWURVSHFWDEOH�� RSHQ� WR� FRQVFLRXVQHVV�� WUDQVSDUHQW�� OXPL�
QRXV�� HWF���� $� QXPEHU� RI� VHOI�SURFODLPHG� H[WHUQDOLVWV�� LQFOXGLQJ� %XUJH�
��������������/HZLV���������+HLO���������DQG�'DYLGVRQ���������������KDYH�
GHIHQGHG�DQ�DFFRXQW�RI� D�SULRUL� VHOI�NQRZOHGJH�DORQJ� WKH� OLQHV�RI� WKH� DF�
FRXQW�FXUUHQWO\�EHLQJ�VNHWFKHG��WKRXJK�VHHPLQJO\�RQO\�WKH�IRUPHU�WZR�FDQ�
ULJKWO\�EH�YLHZHG�DV�LQIDOOLELOLVWV���%XUJH������������������PRVW�QRWDEO\��KDV�
GHYHORSHG�DQ�LQIOXHQWLDO�DFFRXQW�RI�LQIDOOLEOH�D�SULRUL�VHOI�NQRZOHGJH�WKDW�LV�
QRQ�GLVFXUVLYH� LQ� WKH� VHQVH� XQGHU� FRQVLGHUDWLRQ�� RQH� LQ� ZKLFK� WKHUH� LV��
D�QRQ�LQIHUHQWLDO�OLQN�EHWZHHQ�FRQFHSWLRQ�DQG�DSSHUFHSWLRQ�RI�WKH�VHOI��DQG�
ZKHUHLQ� WKH� LQIDOOLELOLW\� RI� FHUWDLQ� EHOLHIV� �RU� WKRXJKWV�� DERXW� WKH� VHOI� LV�
JXDUDQWHHG�E\�WKHLU�UHIOH[LYH�FKDUDFWHU׿��E\�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�WKH\�؄ORJLFDOO\�ORFN؅�
RQWR�WKHLU�ILUVW�RUGHU�FRQVWLWXHQWV����
� ,Q�P\�YLHZ��WKRXJK��WKHUH�DUH�SRZHUIXO�UHDVRQV�IRU�UHMHFWLQJ�WKH�UHILQHG�
IRUPXODWLRQ�RI�GLUHFW�PHQWDO�DFTXDLQWDQFH��ZKHWKHU�LQWHUQDOLVW�RU�H[WHUQDO�
LVW�LQ�RULHQWDWLRQ��%XW�HYHQ�LI�LW�LV�SRVVLEOH�WR�GLUHFWO\�DSSUHKHQG�WKH�FRQ�
WHQW�RI�D�PHQWDO�VWDWH��RU�WR�KDYH� LQGHIHFWLEOH� ؄SULYLOHJHG�DFFHVV؅� WR�FHUWDLQ�
NLQGV�RI�PHQWDO�SKHQRPHQD��WKLV�ORRNV�WR�EH�VPDOO�FRQVRODWLRQ�WR�WKH�LQIDO�
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OLELOLVW��2Q�RXU�FHQWUDO� OLQH�RI� DUJXPHQW��PHQWDO� VWDWHV�ZLWK�ZKLFK�RQH� LV�
GLUHFWO\�DFTXDLQWHG�ipso facto�ODFN�FRJQLWLYH�LPSRUW�VLQFH�WKH\�DUH�GHYRLG�RI�
UHSUHVHQWDWLRQDO�RU� LQIRUPDWLRQDO�FRQWHQW��6LQFH�PHQWDO�VWDWHV�RI�WKH�IRUP�
�LWݛ seems��appears��RU� feelV� WR�PH�WKDW� such-and-suchݜ�FRQFHUQ؈�WKRVH�FRQGL�
WLRQV�RI�WKH�VXEMHFW��ZKDWHYHU�WKH\�DUH��ZKLFK�DUH�DFFHVVLEOH�WR�WKH�VXEMHFW��
ZKHQHYHU�WKH\�REWDLQؒ؉��:LOOLDPVRQ������������VXFK�VWDWHV�DUH�YHULGLFDO�by�
fiat��3ULPLWLYH�PHQWDO�VWDWHV�PXVW��RQ�WKLV�VFRUH��EH�FRQVLGHUHG�VWULFWO\�SKH�
QRPHQDO��DQG�TXLWH�SRVVLEO\��EH\RQG�WKH�OLPLWV�RI�ZKDW�LV�H[SUHVVLEOH��
� :LOOLDPVRQ� ������� ��II��� DPRQJ� RWKHUV�� KDV� DOVR� DUJXHG� IRU� WKH� HSLV�
WHPLF� WULYLDOLW\� RI� SULPLWLYH� RU�ZKDW� KH� FDOOV� ؄OXPLQRXV؅�PHQWDO� VWDWHV�� RQ�
WKH�JURXQGV�WKDW�WKH\�ODFN�WUXWK�WUDFNLQJ�FRQGLWLRQV�HQVXULQJ�WKHLU�؄VDIHW\؅�
RU� ؄VHFXUH؅� DSSOLFDWLRQ�� %\SDVVLQJ�:LOOLDPVRQ؅V� H[WHUQDOLVW�PRWLYDWHG� uni-
versal�DQWL�OXPLQRVLW\�DUJXPHQW���

� 1RZ�REYLRXVO\� WKHUH� DUH� IXQGDPHQWDOO\� GLYHUJHQW� YLHZV� DERXW� WKH� QD�
WXUH��VFRSH��DQG�OLPLWV�RI�FRJQLWLYHO\�VLJQLILFDQW�PHQWDO�FRQWHQW��:KLOH�WKH�
DUJXPHQW� FXUUHQWO\�EHLQJ�GHYHORSHG� OHDYHV� RSHQ� WKDW� WKHUH� FDQ�EH� FRJQL�
WLYHO\�VLJQLILFDQW�PHQWDO�VWDWHV��WKRXJK�QRW�YLD�D�GLUHFW�RU�XQPHGLDWHG�JUDVS�
RI� WKHLU� FRQWHQW��� QR� VXEVWDQWLYH� SRVLWLRQ� DERXW� WKH� QDWXUH� RI� FRJQLWLYHO\�
VLJQLILFDQW�PHQWDO�FRQWHQW�LV�EHLQJ�DGRSWHG�KHUH��,QVWHDG��P\�VSHFLILF�FRQ�
WHQWLRQ�LV�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�QR�VDWLVIDFWRU\�FRQVWUXDO�RI�GLUHFW�PHQWDO�DFTXDLQW�

�P\�SULQFLSDO�FRQWHQWLRQ�LV�WKDW�SULPLWLYH�
PHQWDO�VWDWHV, LQVRIDU�DV�WKH\�FRQFHUQ�WKH�SXWDWLYH�FRQWHQW�RI�immediate�H[�
SHULHQFH�RU�WKH�FKDUDFWHU�RI�bare�VHQWLPHQW��DUH�FRJQLWLYHO\�YDFXRXV��:KDW�
HYHU�LPSRUW�WKH\�PLJKW�KDYH��VXFK�VWDWHV�DUH�HIIHFWLYHO\�QHEXORXV�IURP�WKH�
VWDQGSRLQW�RI�HSLVWHPRORJ\��WKH\�FDQ�QHLWKHU�ILJXUH�LQ�MXGJPHQWV�QRU�FRQ�
IHU� UDWLRQDO� MXVWLILFDWLRQ� RQ� EHOLHIV�� VWDWHPHQWV�� XWWHUDQFHV�� RU� DQ\� RWKHU�
EHDUHU�RI�SURSRVLWLRQDO�FRQWHQW���

������������������������������������������������������
���� :LOOLDPVRQ�HPSOR\V�WKH�VHPL�WHFKQLFDO�QRWLRQ� luminosity�WR�UHILQH�D�FRQFHSWLRQ�RI�
transparency�LQ�DSSOLFDWLRQ�WR�PHQWDO�VWDWHV��:LOOLDPVRQ������������GHILQHV�luminosity�DV�
IROORZV��$�FRQGLWLRQ�&�LV�GHILQHG�WR�EH�luminous�LI�DQG�RQO\�LI��/��KROGV��
� �/��)RU�HYHU\�FDVH�̭��LI�LQ�̭�&�REWDLQV��WKHQ�LQ�̭�RQH�LV�LQ�D�SRVLWLRQ�WR�NQRZ�WKDW�

&�REWDLQV��
+H� WKHQ� DGYDQFHV� DQ� DUJXPHQW� WR� VKRZ� WKDW� QR� QRQ�WULYLDO� FRQGLWLRQ� LV� OXPLQRXV��
:KLOH�WKH�VWUDWHJ\�LV�DQ�LQWHUHVWLQJ�RQH��,�WDNH�D�GLIIHUHQW�URXWH��DOEHLW�RQH�WKDW�LV�FRQ�
VLVWHQW�ZLWK�DQG�LQWHUVHFWV�ZLWK�:LOOLDPVRQ؅V�VWUDWHJ\���6LQFH�OXPLQRVLW\�LV�DQ�H[SOLFLWO\�
reliabilist� SURSHUW\�� E\�:LOOLDPVRQ؅V� RZQ� DGPLVVLRQ� �:LOOLDPVRQ� ������ ��I��� LW� LV� QRW�
FOHDU�KLV�DQWL�OXPLQRVLW\�DUJXPHQW�GLUHFWO\�FRQIURQWV�DQ\�internalist�LQIDOOLELOLVW�SRVLWLRQ�
WKDW� MHWWLVRQV� UHOLDELOLW\� FRQVWUDLQWV� RQ� UDWLRQDO� MXVWLILFDWLRQ�NQRZOHGJH� �H�J��� VHH�
0F*UHZ�HW�DO�����������II���
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DQFH�ZKHUH�D�PHQWDO� VWDWH�RQH� LV�directly�DFTXDLQWHG�ZLWK�FDQ�VHUYH�DV� WKH�
infallible�justifier�RI�D�&RJLWR�OLNH�SURSRVLWLRQ�RU�DQ\�RWKHU�SURSRVLWLRQ�DERXW�
WKH�VHOI�RI�VLJQLILFDQW�FRJQLWLYH�LQWHUHVW���

5. Semantic infelicity 

� $� ILQDO� UHSO\� WR� RXU� GLVPLVVDO� RI� LQIDOOLELOLVP� DERXW� WKH� VHOI� FDOOV� LQWR�
TXHVWLRQ�RXU�SRVLWLRQ� YLD� D� UHYLVLRQDU\�PDQHXYHU����7KLV�SURSRVDO� WULHV� LQ�
HIIHFW� WR� intrinsically JXDUDQWHH� LQIDOOLELOLW\� DERXW� WKH� VHOI�� W\SLFDOO\�� E\�
HQOLVWLQJ� VRPH� NLQG� RI� VHPDQWLF�HUURU� WKHRU\� RI� WKH� JHQHUDO� NLQG� UHFRP�
PHQGHG�E\�:LWWJHQVWHLQ����������II���2Q�WKLV�SURSRVDO��WKH�SXWDWLYH�IDOOL�
ELOLW\�RI�&RJLWR�OLNH�SURSRVLWLRQV� LV�WKH�UHVXOW�RI�VRPH�YDULHW\�RI�VHPDQWLF�
RU�FRQFHSWXDO� LQIHOLFLW\��7KH�DSSDUHQW� IDOOLELOLW\�RI� VXFK�SURSRVLWLRQV�� LW� LV�
XUJHG��LV�D�SURGXFW�RI�OLQJXLVWLF�PLVDSSURSULDWLRQ�WKDW�LQYROYHV�WKH�YLRODWLRQ�
RI�FRQYHQWLRQV�JRYHUQLQJ�FRQFHSWV�DERXW�WKH�PHQWDO��%DVHG�RQ�WKH�ZD\�H[�
SUHVVLRQV�VXFK�DV�I��think��doubt��exist��thinking thing�DQG�doubting thing DUH�
XVHG��WKH�VHPDQWLF�HUURU�WKHRULVW�UHDVRQV��LW�LV�UDWLRQDOO\�LPSRVVLEOH�WR�GLV�
VHQW�IURP��&RJLWR��RU��'XELWR���6XFK�GLVVHQW��LW�LV�PDLQWDLQHG��FRQVWLWXWHV�
DQ�LQIULQJHPHQW�RI�GH�IDFWR�UXOHV�FRQFHUQLQJ�WKH�SURSHU�XVH�RI�ODQJXDJH�IRU�
UDWLRQDO� VXEMHFWV� �ZKHUH� ؄UDWLRQDO؅� LWVHOI� LV� LQWHUSUHWHG� LQ� VRPH� SUDJPDWLF�
PDQQHU���)RU�LQVWDQFH��IRU�:LWWJHQVWHLQ��������LW�ZRXOG�LQYROYH�EUHDFKLQJ�
LPSOLFLW� UXOHV� FRQVWUDLQLQJ� WKH�XVH� RI� GLVFUHWH� IUDJPHQWV� RI� ODQJXDJH�� L�H���
PDNLQJ� LQFRUUHFW�PRYHV� LQ�ZKDW� DUH�GXEEHG� ؄ODQJXDJH�JDPHV؅��)RU�RWKHUV�
VXFK� DV�'DYLGVRQ� ������� ������ LW�ZRXOG� LQYROYH� DVVHQWLQJ� WR�SURSRVLWLRQV�
�H�J���~ݛ,�H[LVW�DV�D�WKLQNLQJ�WKLQJݜ��WKDW�FRQIOLFW�ZLWK�RQH؅V�RYHUDOO�UDWLRQDO�
FRPPLWPHQWV����WKHUHE\�JHQHUDWLQJ�VRPH�NLQG�RI�GR[DVWLF�FRQWUDGLFWLRQ���

������������������������������������������������������
���� 7KLV�VHFWLRQ�GUDZV�RQ�SUHYLRXV�ZRUN�RI�PLQH��VHH�+RIIPDQQ�����������������7KH�
GLIIHUHQFH�LV�WKDW�LQ�WKH�HDUOLHU�DUWLFOH�,�FRQVLGHU�D�UHYLVLRQDU\�UHSO\�WR�analytic a priori in-
fallibilism�LQVWHDG�RI�synthetic a priori infallibilism���
���� 'DYLGVRQ��WKRXJK��LV�QRW�D�SURSRQHQW�RI�VHPDQWLF�HUURU�WKHRU\��QRU�GRHV�KH�SURIHVV�
WKH�LQIDOOLELOLW\��DV�LW�KDV�EHHQ�GHILQHG�KHUH��RI��&RJLWR����'XELWR���RU�DQ\�RWKHU�SURSRVL�
WLRQ�DERXW�WKH�VHOI��6R�LW�LV�GRXEO\�PLVOHDGLQJ�WR�FKDUDFWHUL]H�KLP�DV�D�FKDPSLRQ�RI�WKH�
VHPDQWLF�LQIHOLFLW\�GHIHQVH�RI�LQIDOOLELOLVP�DERXW�WKH�VHOI���
���� ,Q�UHFHQW�ZRUN��%XUJH��������DGRSWV�D�VLPLODU�VWUDWHJ\�WR�'DYLGVRQ��RQH�WKDW�VLJQLIL�
FDQWO\�GHSDUWV�IURP�%XUJH؅V�HDUOLHU�GHIHQVH�RI�LQIDOOLELOLVP�DERXW�WKH�VHOI����������������

�
)RU� WKRVH� ZLWK� .DQWLDQ� LQFOLQDWLRQV� LW� ZRXOG� LQYROYH� HQGRUVLQJ� SURSRVL�



 I N F A L L I B I L I T Y  A B O U T  T H E  S E L F � ��� 

 

WLRQV�WKDW�FRQIOLFW�ZLWK�WKH�SRVWXODWHV�RI�.DQW؅V�WUDQVFHQGHQWDO�GHGXFWLRQ�RI�
WKH�XQLW\�RI�DSSHUFHSWLRQ�LQ�FRQVFLRXVQHVV��IRUPXODWHG�LQ�WKH�ILUVW�Critique���
� :KDWHYHU� WKH�PHULWV� RI� VHPDQWLF�HUURU� WKHRU\� DQG� VLPLODU� RXWORRNV�� LW�
ORRNV� WR� EH� DQ� XQSURPLVLQJ� FDQGLGDWH� IRU� UHVXUUHFWLQJ� LQIDOOLELOLVP� DERXW�
WKH�VHOI��6XFK�D�YLHZSRLQW�LV�ERUQH�RXW�E\�GLVLQWHUULQJ�VRPH�EDVLF�LPSOLFD�
WLRQV�RI�WKH�VHPDQWLF�LQIHOLFLW\�SURSRVDO��6XSSRVH�LW�WXUQV�RXW�WKH�DSSDUHQW�
IDOOLELOLW\� RI�&RJLWR�OLNH� SURSRVLWLRQV� VWHPV� IURP� VHPDQWLF� LPSURSULHW\� RI�
WKH�JHQHUDO�NLQG�XQGHU�FRQVLGHUDWLRQ��,Q�WKLV�LQVWDQFH�ZKDW�KDV�EHHQ�VKRZQ�
LV� WKDW� LW� LV� UDWLRQDOO\� LPSRVVLEOH�� LQFRKHUHQW�� RU� LQFRQVLVWHQW� �RU� VRPH�
FRPELQDWLRQ�RI� WKHVH� WKLQJV�� WR�GRXEW� VXFK�SURSRVLWLRQV��2Q�WKH�VXUIDFH��
WKRXJK��LW�ZRXOG�QRW�KDYH�EHHQ�HVWDEOLVKHG�WKDW��&RJLWR��DQG��'XELWR��DUH�
logically�LQGHIHDVLEOH�LQ�WKH�VHQVH�DW�LVVXH��VHH�DOVR�+RIIPDQQ�������������$V�
,؅YH� DUJXHG� HOVHZKHUH� �VHH� +RIIPDQQ� ������ ���I��� WKH� LPSRVVLELOLW\� RI�
doubting D�SURSRVLWLRQ� LV� HTXLYDOHQW� WR� WKH� LPSRVVLELOLW\�RI� D�SURSRVLWLRQ؅V�
falsity�RQO\�RQ�WKH�FRQGLWLRQ�WKDW�ORJLFDO�SRVVLELOLW\�LV�D�VSHFLHV�RI�VRPH�NLQG�
RI� HSLVWHPLF� SRVVLELOLW\�� L�H��� ZKHUH� �URXJKO\�� ZKDW� LV� ORJLFDOO\� SRVVLEOH� LV�
LGHQWLFDO�WR�WKH�VHW�RI�SURSRVLWLRQV�WKDW� LV��DW� OHDVW� LQ�SULQFLSOH��NQRZDEOH��
1RZ�ZKLOH�WKH� ORJLFDO�SRVVLELOLW\�ļ�HSLVWHPLF�SRVVLELOLW\�WKHVLV�FDQQRW�EH�
GLVPLVVHG�RXWULJKW��DQG�LV�W\SLFDOO\�HQGRUVHG�LQ�FRQMXQFWLRQ�ZLWK�VRPH�NLQG�
RI� VHPDQWLF�HUURU� WKHRU\�� WKLV� VFDUFHO\� VHHPV� WR� WKUHDWHQ� WKH� DQWL�LQIDOOL�
ELOLVW�DUJXPHQW�FXUUHQWO\�RQ�RIIHU��
� $V�LW�KDSSHQV��JUDQWLQJ�WKH�DSSDUHQW�IDOOLELOLW\�RI��&RJLWR��DQG��'XELWR��LV�
WKH�SURGXFW�RI�VHPDQWLF�LPSURSULHW\��DQG�WKH�FRQFRPLWDQW�ORJLFDO�SRVVLELOLW\�
ļ� HSLVWHPLF� SRVVLELOLW\� WKHVLV�� LQ� DFWXDOLW\� LQYROYHV� UHFDVWLQJ� WKH� LQIDOOL�
ELOLVP�IDOOLELOLVP� GHEDWH� LQ� D� ZD\� WKDW� OHDYHV� IDOOLELOLVP� DERXW� SURSRVLWLRQV�
DERXW�WKH�VHOI�XQVFDWKHG��$V�,؅YH�DUJXHG�HOVHZKHUH��VHH�+RIIPDQQ�������������
WKLV�EDVLF�RXWORRN��GHIHQVLEOH�RU�QRW��IRUHFORVHV�RQ�WKH�SRVVLELOLW\�RI�LQIDOOLELO�
LW\�DERXW�WKH�VHOI�VLQFH�LW�LQYROYHV�UHGHILQLQJ�WKH�DOHWKLF�FRQFHSWV�RI�WUXWK�DQG�
IDOVLW\� LQ� H[SOLFLWO\� DQWL�UHDOLVW� WHUPV�� 7KH� FRQWHQWLRQ� WKDW� �&RJLWR�� DQG�
�'XELWR��FDQ�EH�LQIDOOLEO\�MXVWLILHG�EHFRPHV�HVVHQWLDOO\�LQVHQVLEOH�RQ�WKHRULHV�
WKDW� GLVSXWH� UHDOLVW� FRQVWUXDOV� RI� H[SUHVVLRQV� ZKRVH� VXEMHFW� WHUPV� UHIHU� WR�
PHQWDO�SKHQRPHQD��DQG�WKDW�DFFRUGLQJO\��FRQWHVW�WKH�UHDOLW\�RI�WKH�PHQWDO��,I�
WKHUH�LV�QR�IDFW�RI�WKH�PDWWHU�DERXW�RXU�PHQWDO�VWDWHV�LQGHSHQGHQW�RI�WKH�ZD\�
ZH�HPSOR\�PHQWDO�FRQFHSWV��WKH�LQIDOOLELOLW\�IDOOLELOLW\�RI�&RJLWR�OLNH�SURSRVL�
WLRQV�LV�D�TXHVWLRQ�SURVFULEHG�DW�WKH�RXWVHW��'DYLGVRQ��IRU�KLV�SDUW��H[SOLFLWO\�
DFNQRZOHGJHV�WKLV�SRLQW�VLQFH��DV�PHQWLRQHG��KLV�DFFRXQW�RI�ILUVW�SHUVRQ�DX�
WKRULW\�DQG�SULYLOHJHG�DFFHVV�GRHV�QRW�DVSLUH�WR�DQ\WKLQJ�LQ�WKH�YLFLQLW\�RI�LQ�
IDOOLELOLW\�� LQGHIHDVLELOLW\�� LQFRUULJLELOLW\�� RU� WKH� OLNH�� :LWWJHQVWHLQ� VLPLODUO\�
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UHFRJQL]HV� WKLV� FRQVHTXHQFH�RI� WKH�EDVLF�RXWORRN�XQGHU� FRQVLGHUDWLRQ��7KH�
VHPDQWLF�YLHZ�DUWLFXODWHG�LQ�On Certainty��:LWWJHQVWHLQ�FRQFHGHV��UXOHV�RXW�
WKH�SRVVLELOLW\�RI�FHUWDLQW\�DV�WKH�QRWLRQ�LV�WUDGLWLRQDOO\�XQGHUVWRRG��L�H���IURP�
VRPHWKLQJ�OLNH�D�ODQJXDJH�LQGHSHQGHQW�VWDQGSRLQW��
� )LHOG�� RQ� WKH� RWKHU�KDQG�� REOLTXHO\� VXJJHVWV� DQ� DOWHUQDWLYH� LQWHUSUHWD�
WLRQ�RI�PDWWHUV��)LHOG��������KDV�UHFHQWO\�DUJXHG�LQ�4XLQHDQ�IDVKLRQ�WKDW�DOO�
؄KLJK�OHYHO؅�GHEDWHV�DERXW�WKH�VWDWXV�RI�SXUSRUWHG�D�SULRUL�NQRZOHGJH��H�J���
LQ�WKH�DUHDV�RI�PDWKHPDWLFV�DQG�ORJLF��DUH�EHVW�WUHDWHG�SUDJPDWLFDOO\׿��YLD�
WKH�LQIHUHQWLDO�UROH��LOORFXWLRQDU\�IRUFH��GR[DVWLF�HQWLWOHPHQW��RU�VRPH�FRP�
SDUDEOH� SUDJPDWLF� GLPHQVLRQ� RI� WKH� SURSRVLWLRQV� LQ� TXHVWLRQ��2QH�PLJKW�
DUJXH��DORQJ�WKHVH�JHQHUDO�OLQHV��WKDW�LI�WKHUH�LV�QR�LQWHUHVWLQJ�TXHVWLRQ�FRQ�
FHUQLQJ�WKH�REMHFWLYH��WKHRU\�QHXWUDO� LQIDOOLELOLW\�RI�SURSRVLWLRQV�DERXW�WKH�
VHOI� �RU�DQ\�RWKHU�D�SULRUL�SURSRVLWLRQ���DQG� LI� WKHUH� LV�D�FRPSHOOLQJ�SUDJ�
PDWLF�GHIHQVH�RI�LQIDOOLELOLW\�DERXW�WKH�VHOI��DV�VRPH�KDYH�PDLQWDLQHG���WKHQ�
LQIDOOLELOLW\�DERXW�WKH�VHOI�SDU�H[FHOOHQFH��WKH�RQO\�D�SULRUL�LQIDOOLELOLW\�WR�DV�
SLUH�WR��is ZLWKLQ�UHDFK��7KLV�LV�FRUUHFW�DV�IDU�DV�LW�JRHV�EXW�GRHVQ؅W�GLUHFWO\�
FRQIURQW�WKH�DQWL�LQIDOOLELOLVW�DUJXPHQW�RQ�RIIHU��*UDQWLQJ�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�RI��
D�SULRUL�LQIDOOLELOLVP�LV�D�SUDJPDWLF�RQH��DQG�WKDW�ZLWKLQ�WKLV�IUDPHZRUN�FHU�
WDLQ�NLQGV�RI�D�SULRUL�SURSRVLWLRQV�VXFK�DV�WKRVH�DERXW�WKH�VHOI�DUH�LQIDOOLEO\�
MXVWLILHG��RQO\�EROVWHUV� WKH� FRQYLFWLRQ� WKDW� D�SULRUL�SURSRVLWLRQV� DERXW� WKH�
VHOI� DUH� QRW� DPHQDEOH� WR� objective� LQIDOOLEOH� MXVWLILFDWLRQ�� ZKHUH� objective� LV�
UHDG�LQ�VWDQGDUG�UHDOLVW�WHUPV��6LPLODU�WR�WKH�RWKHU�VHPDQWLF�LQIHOLFLW\�SUR�
SRVDOV��WKLV�RQH�SUHHPSWLYHO\�RXWODZV�H[DFWO\�WKH�NLQG�RI�LQIDOOLELOLW\�DERXW�
WKH�VHOI�SUHVHQWO\�XQGHU�FRQVLGHUDWLRQ��WKH�NLQG�DGYRFDWHG�E\�WKH�JDUGHQ�YD�
ULHW\�UDWLRQDOLVW�LQIDOOLELOLVW��)LHOG��DV�LW�KDSSHQV��LV�VHHPLQJO\�LQ�DJUHHPHQW�
RQ�WKLV�SRLQW��DV�:LWWJHQVWHLQ�DQG�'DYLGVRQ�DUH����

6. Concluding remarks 

� ,I�,�DP�FRUUHFW��FRQWUD�'HVFDUWHV��������������%XUJH���������������/H�
ZLV��������DQG�0F*UHZ�HW�DO����������WKHUH�LV�QR�SURSRVLWLRQ�DERXW�WKH�VHOI�
WKDW�FDQ�EH�LQIDOOLEO\�MXVWLILHG�D�SULRUL��2Q�WKH�YLHZ�DUWLFXODWHG�KHUH��UHDVRQ�
FDQQRW�IXUQLVK�DEVROXWH�ZDUUDQW�IRU��&RJLWR����'XELWR���RU�DQ\�RWKHU�SURSR�
VLWLRQ�DERXW�WKH�VHOI�RI�VLJQLILFDQW�FRJQLWLYH�LQWHUHVW��,Q�WKH�HQG��WKH�SULQFL�
SDO� GHIHFW� RI� LQIDOOLELOLVP� DERXW� WKH� VHOI� LV� IRXQG� LQ� LWV� DFFRXQW� RI� GLUHFW�
PHQWDO�DFTXDLQWDQFH��DQG�LQ�SDUWLFXODU��LQ�LWV�IDLOXUH�WR�VXSSO\�DQ�DFFRXQW�RI�
GLUHFW�PHQWDO�DFTXDLQWDQFH�WKDW�HQDEOHV�SULPLWLYH�PHQWDO�VWDWHV�WR�LQIDOOLEO\�
MXVWLI\�SURSRVLWLRQV� DERXW� WKH� VHOI��0RUHRYHU�� WKH� FODVV� RI� UHYLVLRQDU\�PD�
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QHXYHUV� W\SLFDOO\� SURSRVHG� DOVR� IDLO� WR� GHOLYHU� LQIDOOLELOLVP� DERXW� WKH� VHOI��
&RQVWUXLQJ� GLVVHQW� IURP� &RJLWR�OLNH� SURSRVLWLRQV� DV� D� IRUP� RI� VHPDQ�
WLF�FRQFHSWXDO�LQIHOLFLW\�UHVXUUHFWV�LQIDOOLELOLW\�DERXW�WKH�VHOI�RQO\�DW�WKH�XQ�
DFFHSWDEOH� FRVW� RI� UHGHILQLQJ� WKH� WHUPV�RI� WKH� LQIDOOLELOLVW�IDOOLELOLVW� GHEDWH�
�DV�WUDGLWLRQDOO\�FRQFHLYHG���
� 7KH�XSVKRW�RI�WKH�IRUHJRLQJ�GLVFXVVLRQ�LV�WKDW�UDWLRQDOLVW�LQIDOOLELOLVP�DQG�
RQH�RI�LWV�WZR�PDLQ�VXE�WKHVHV��V\QWKHWLF�D�SULRUL�LQIDOOLELOLVP��DUH�LQGHIHQVL�
EOH� GRFWULQHV���

������������������������������������������������������
���� ,Q�P\���������,�DOVR�DUJXH�IRU�WKH�LPSODXVLELOLW\�RI�UDWLRQDOLVW�LQIDOOLELOLVP��DOWKRXJK�
DORQJ�GLIIHUHQW�OLQHV��0RUHRYHU��LQ�WKDW�ZRUN��,�DUJXH�DJDLQVW�both�VXE�WKHVHV�RI�UDWLRQDO�
LVW�LQIDOOLELOLVP��QRW�PHUHO\�V\QWKHWLF�D�SULRUL�LQIDOOLELOLVP��

�2Q� WKH� RWKHU� KDQG�� WKH� DUJXPHQWV� DGYDQFHG� LQ� WKLV� SDSHU�
KDYH�QR�GLUHFW�EHDULQJ�RQ�DQ\�non-rationalist�LQIDOOLELOLVW�GRFWULQH��QRU��DV�IDU�
DV�,�FDQ�VHH��GR�WKH\�SURYLGH�DQ\WKLQJ�UHVHPEOLQJ�D�WHPSODWH�IRU�FRQVWUXFWLQJ�
D�JHQHUDO�DUJXPHQW�DJDLQVW�DOO�IRUPV�RI�LQIDOOLELOLVP��0RUHRYHU��WKH�SRVLWLRQ�
GHIHQGHG�KHUH�FOHDUO\�OHDYHV�RSHQ�WKH�SRVVLELOLW\�WKDW�VRPH�VSHFLHV�RI� fallible��
D�SULRUL�MXVWLILFDWLRQ�PD\�EH�ZLWKLQ�UHDFK�VLQFH�QR�UHDO�UHDVRQ�KDV�EHHQ�JLYHQ�
IRU�UHMHFWLQJ�DQ\�IDOOLELOLVW�PRGHO�RI�D�SULRUL�MXVWLILFDWLRQ���
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