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� ,Q�������3UDJXH�KRVWHG�D�FRQIHUHQFH�GHGLFDWHG�WR�FRQWHPSRUDU\�UHIOHFWLRQV�RI�
WUDGLWLRQDO� PHWDSK\VLFDO� SUREOHPV�� 7KH� SULPDU\� DLP� RI� WKH� FRQIHUHQFH� ZDV� WR�
SRLQW� RXW� WKH� PDLQ� GLIIHUHQFHV� EHWZHHQ� WUDGLWLRQDO� IRUPV� RI� PHWDSK\VLFV� DQG�
WKHLU�PRGHUQ� DOWHUQDWLYHV�� ,QWHUHVWLQJO\�� WKH� FRQIHUHQFH� EURXJKW� WRJHWKHU� ERWK�
DQDO\WLF�SKLORVRSKHUV�DQG�KLVWRULDQV�RI�SKLORVRSK\�DQG�WKXV�PDSSHG�WKH�FXUUHQW�
VWDWHV�RI�PHWDSK\VLFDO�GHEDWHV� IURP�DQDO\WLF�DV�ZHOO�DV� IURP�KLVWRULDQV�SRLQW�RI�
YLHZ��,W�LV�WKXV�QRW�D�VXUSULVH�WKDW�WKH�FRQFOXVLRQV�RI�WKH�FRQIHUHQFH�KDYH�EHHQ�
SXEOLVKHG�DV�HGLWHG�ERRN�HQWLWOHG�Metaphysics-ArLVWRWHOLDQ��6FKRODVWLF��$QDO\WLF��
� $V�WKH�WLWOH�RI�WKH�ERRN�LQGLFDWHV��WKH�ZKROH�HGLWLRQ�LV�H[SOLFLWO\�RU��DW�OHDVW��
LPSOLFLWO\�FRQFHUQHG�ZLWK�DQDO\WLFDO�PHWKRGV�DSSOLHG�WR�KLVWRULFDO�PDWWHU��7KH�
prima facie�H[DPSOH�RI�WKH�VWUDWHJ\�LV�WKH�ILUVW�VHFWLRQ��Categories and Beyond��
DQG� WKH� YHU\� ILUVW�SDSHU�E\�3HWHU� YDQ� ,QZDJHQ�FDOOHG� :KDW� LV� DQ�2QWRORJLFDO�
&DWHJRU\"��,Q�WKH�SDSHU��YDQ�,QZDJHQ�H[SORUHV�WKH�GHILQLWLRQDO��DQG�RQWRORJL�
FDO��SULRULW\�RI�WKH�FRQFHSW�RI�QDWXUDO�FODVV��E\�PHDQV�RI�ZKLFK�ZH�FRXOG�EH�DEOH�
WR�GHILQH�WKH�FRQFHSW�RI�RQWRORJLFDO�FDWHJRU\�� ,QWHUHVWLQJO\�� LW� LV�QRW�RQO\�WKH�
OLVW� RI� FDWHJRULHV� WKDW� SKLORVRSKHUV� VKRXOG� SURYLGH��7KHUH� DUH� DOVR� TXHVWLRQV�
OLNH�ZKDW�WKH�UHODWLRQV�EHWZHHQ�FDWHJRULHV�DUH�RU�ZKDW�LV�LW�IRU�D�FDWHJRU\�WR�EH�
QRQ�HPSW\�WKDW�SKLORVRSKHUV�VKRXOG�DFFRXQW�IRU��'DQLHO�'��1RYRWQ¿V�6FKR�
ODVWLF� 'HEDWHG� DERXW� %HLQJV� RI� 5HDVRQ� DQG� &RQWHPSRUDU\� $QDO\WLFDO� 0HWD�
SK\VLFV� SURYLGHV� D� FRPSUHKHQVLYH� LQWURGXFWLRQ� WR� WKH� RQWRORJLFDO� IUDPHZRUN�
XVHG�E\�VFKRODVWLF�SKLORVRSKHUV��PDLQWDLQLQJ�KRZ��LI�DW�DOO��VFKRODVWLF�EHLQJV�RI�
UHDVRQ� ILW� LQWR� �DQG� VWLPXODWH�� RQWRORJLFDO� IUDPHZRUNV� XVHG� E\� FRQWHPSRUDU\�
PHWDSK\VLFLDQV�� �+HUH�� ,G� OLNH�WR�KLJKOLJKW�WKH�WDEOH��S������ LQ�ZKLFK�DXWKRU�
YHU\�FOHDUO\�VNHWFKHV�WKH�UHODWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�SDUWLFXODU�EHLQJV�� ,�ZLOO�JHW�EDFN�WR�
VRPH�RI�WKH�LVVXHV�LQ�WKH�VHFRQG�SDUW�RI�WKH�UHYLHZ����
� 7KH�VHFRQG�VHFWLRQ�XQGHU�WKH�KHDGLQJ�RI�Metaphysical Structure�RSHQV�0L�
FKDHO�/��/RX[�ZLWK�KLV�:KDW�LV�&RQVWLWXHQW�2QWRORJ\��7KH�DXWKRU�LQWURGXFHV�
WKH�FRQVWLWXHQW�VWUDWHJ\�RI�RQWRORJLFDO�H[SODQDWLRQ�DV�RSSRVHG�WR�UHODWLRQDO�DS�
SURDFK��'XH�WR�WKH�IXQGDPHQWDO�GLIIHUHQFHV�EHWZHHQ�WKHP��/RX[�VNHWFKHV�YDUL�
RXV�SUREOHPV�WKDW�WKH�IRUPHU�DV�ZHOO�RI�WKH�ODWWHU�VWUDWHJ\�KDYH�WR�PHHW��1DPH�
O\�� WKHUH� DUH�SUREOHPV�RI�SHUVLVWHQFH� WKURXJK� WLPH�� HVVHQWLDOLVP��FRQFUHWH�DE�
VWUDFW�GLVWLQFWLRQ�RU�SXWDWLYH�LGHQWLW\�RI�LQGLVFHUQLEOHV�WKDW�DULVH��RQFH�RQH�DF�
FHSWV�FRQVWLWXHQW�RQWRORJ\��$OO�WKRVH�SUREOHPV�DUH�GLVFXVVHG�LQ�GHWDLOV�DQG�WKLV�
PDNHV�WKH�SDSHU�DQ�H[FHOOHQW�LQWURGXFWLRQ�WR�YDULRXV�EUDQFKHV�RI�PHWDSK\VLFV��
(OHPHQWDO�7UDQVIRUPDWLRQ� LQ�$ULVWRWOH��7KUHH�'LOHPPDV� IRU� WKH�7UDGLWLRQDO�
$FFRXQW�E\�$QQH�6LHEHOV�3HWHUVRQ�DUJXHV�IRU�WKH�WKHVLV�WKDW�WUDGLWLRQDO�$ULVWR�
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WHOLDQ� DFFRXQW� RI� SULPH�PDWWHU� FRQWUDGLFWV� WKUHH� RWKHU� ZLGHO\� DFFHSWHG� GRF�
WULQHV�DWWULEXWHG�WR�KLP��)LUVW�RI�DOO��WKHUH�LV�D�FRQIOLFW�EHWZHHQ�SULPH�PDWWHU�
DQG� HVVHQWLDOLVP�� DV� WKH� DFFHSWDQFH� RI� WUDGLWLRQDO� DFFRXQW�RI� HOHPHQWDO� WUDQV�
IRUPDWLRQ� EULQJV� WKHRUHWLFDO� FRPPLWPHQWV� FRQFHUQLQJ� SHUVLVWHQFH� RI� SULPH�
PDWWHU�ZLWKRXW�DSSHDOLQJ�WR�LWV�QXPHULFDO�LGHQWLW\��S�������6HFRQGO\��WKH�GRF�
WULQH�RI�SULPH�PDWWHU�FRQWUDGLFWV�DFWXDOLVP��WKH�YLHZ�WKDW�VRPHWKLQJ�PXVW�ac-
tually EH�WR�EH�DW�DOO��)LQDOO\��WKHUH�LV�D�FRQIOLFW�EHWZHHQ�SULPH�PDWWHU�DSSURDFK�
DQG�FRQVWLWXHQW�RQWRORJ\��DV�LW�LV�QRW�FOHDU�KRZ�SULPH�PDWWHU�LV�VXSSRVHG�WR�EH�
DEOH�WR�FRPH�WR�KDYH�D�QHZ�SDLU�RI�FRQWUDULHV�SUHGLFDWHG�RI�LW��S�������:KHWKHU�
WR�GHQ\�HVVHQWLDOLVP��DFWXDOLVP�RU�FRQVWLWXWLRQDO�RQWRORJ\�UHPDLQV�RSHQ��0RUH�
RYHU�� WKH� DXWKRU� VSHFXODWHV�� ZH� FRXOG� VXVWDLQ� DOO� RI� WKHP�� ZKLOH�� VRPHKRZ�
�WKHRUHWLFDOO\��UHOD[LQJ�WKH�DFFRXQW�RI�PDWWHU��7KH�ODVW�SDSHU�RI�WKH�VHFWLRQ�LV�
5RVV�,QPDQV�(VVHQWLDO�'HSHQGHQFH��7UXWKPDNLQJ��DQG�0HUHRORJ\��7KHQ�DQG�
1RZ��,Q�LW��,QPDQ�FRQVLGHUV�WKH�WUXWKPDNLQJ�WKHVLV��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�ZKLFK�WUXWK�
LV� GHWHUPLQHG� E\� UHDOLW\�� )RUPXODWLQJ� �DOVR� IRUPDOO\�� WUXWKPDNLQJ� SULQFLSOH��
WUXWKPDNHU�QHFHVVLWDULDQLVP��WUXWKPDNLQJ�UHODWLRQ��ULJLG�H[LVWHQWLDO�GHSHQGHQFH�
DQG��ILQDOO\��HVVHQWLDO�GHSHQGHQFH��KH�GHPRQVWUDWHV�WKH�WXUQ�WRZDUGV�HVVHQFH�DV�
RQH�SURPLVLQJ�ZD\�WR�JR�LQ�VWLOO�TXLWH�FRQWURYHUVLDO�GHEDWHV�DERXW�WUXWKPDNLQJ��
,Q�SDUWLFXODU��DXWKRU�WDNHV�$TXLQDVV�K\ORPRUSKLF�RQWRORJ\�LQ�RUGHU�WR�GHPRQ�
VWUDWH�WKH�YHU\�WXUQ���
� Substance & Accident�VHFWLRQ�FRPPHQFHV�ZLWK�(�-��/RZHV�(VVHQFH�DQG�2Q�
WRORJ\�� ,Q� $ULVWRWHOLDQ� VSLULW�� /RZH� FRQVLGHUV� VXFK� DQ� DFFRXQW� RI� HVVHQFH��
ZKLFK��ZKHQ�FRPELQHG�ZLWK�$ULVWRWHOLDQ�FRQVWLWXHQW�RQWRORJ\��FDQ�DFFRXQW�IRU�
�UDWKHU�QDUURZO\�XQGHUVWRRG��PRGDO� WUXWKV�� ,Q�SDUWLFXODU��/RZHV�RZQ�YHUVLRQ�
RI�WKH�2QWRORJLFDO�6TXDUH��S������GLVWLQJXLVKHV�EHWZHHQ�IRXU�NLQGV�RI��IXQGD�
PHQWDO��RQWRORJLFDO�FDWHJRULHV��QDPHO\�NLQGV��REMHFWV��DWWULEXWHV�DQG�PRGHV��+H�
DOVR� FDWHJRULFDOO\� GLIIHUHQWLDWHV� EHWZHHQ� UHODWLRQV� EHWZHHQ� WKHP�� QDPHO\� FKD�
UDFWHUL]DWLRQ�� LQVWDQWLDWLRQ� DQG� H[HPSOLILFDWLRQ��%\�PHDQV� RI� WKH� GLVWLQFWLRQV��
/RZH� SURYLGHV�PHWDSK\VLFDO� IRXQGDWLRQV� IRU�PRGDO� WUXWKV� ZLWKRXW� DSSHDO� WR�
SRVVLEOH�ZRUOG�E\�XVLQJ� WKH� WHUP�RI� HVVHQFH��)LQDOO\��KH�PRWLYDWHV� LWV� HSLVWH�
PRORJ\�� ,Q� KLV� $Q� $ULVWRWHOLDQ� $UJXPHQW� DJDLQVW� %DUH� 3DUWLFXODUV�� /XN£ģ�
1RY£N� FRQVLGHUV� DQ� DUJXPHQW� DJDLQVW� WKH� FODLP� WKDW� SDUWLFXODUV� GR� QRW� KDYH�
QRQWULYLDO�de re�QHFHVVDU\�SURSHUWLHV��7DNLQJ�WKH�ZRUOG�RI�SDUWLFXODUV�DQG�DFFL�
GHQWDO�FKDQJH�LQ�LW�IRU�JUDQWHG�LW�VHHPV�WKDW�LQVWDQWLDWLRQ�PXVW�KDYH�D�FHUWDLQ�
SDUWLFXODU؈�IRUPDO�HIIHFW؉�WKDW� PXVW�EH�UHDOO\�GLVWLQFW�IURP�WKH�FKDQJLQJ�VXE�
MHFW��S��������WURSHV��7KH�ODVW�SDSHU�RI�WKH�VHFWLRQ�LV�7KH�2QWRORJ\�RI�1XP�
EHU��,V�1XPEHU�DQ�$FFLGHQW"�E\�3URNRS�6RXVHG¯N�DQG�'DYLG�6YRERGD��$V�WKH�
WLWOH�LQGLFDWHV��WKH�DXWKRUV�FRQVLGHU�YDULRXV�FRQFHSWLRQV�DV�ZKDW�WKH�RQWRORJLFDO�
VWDWXV� RI� QXPEHU� LV��7R� EHJLQ� ZLWK�� WKH\� FRQVLGHU� $ULVWRWHOLDQ� GLYLVLRQ� LQWR�
VXEVWDQFH� DQG� DFFLGHQW� DQG� VXEVHTXHQWO\� UHWKLQN� WKH� FRQFHSWLRQ� RI� QXPEHU� DV��
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D� VSHFLHV� RI� HQWLW\��'XH� WR� SUREOHPV� RQ� LWV� RZQ� �S�� ���������� WKH\� UHMHFW� WKH�
VWUDWHJ\�DQG�RXWOLQH�)UHJHDQ��UDWKHU�SODWRQLVWLF��SRVLWLRQ��S��������(YHQ�WKLV�SRVL�
WLRQ��KRZHYHU��GRHV�QRW�VHHP�WR�DQVZHU�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�VXIILFLHQWO\�VLQFH��DFFRUGLQJ�
WR�)UHJH��>Q@XPEHU�LV�QRW�DWWULEXWHG�WR�D�FRQFHSW�LQ�WKH�VDPH�PDQQHU�DV�SURSHU�
WLHV�DUH�DVFULEHG�WR�LQGLYLGXDOV��S��������2QH�ZD\�RXW�RI�WKH�WURXEOHV�LV��DFFRUGLQJ�
WR�WKH�DXWKRUV��D؈�VKLIW؉�IURP�RQWRORJ\�WR�DEVWUDFW�OLQJXLVWLF�VWUXFWXUHV��S���������
� 1H[W� WZR� SDSHUV� DUH� FRQFHUQHG� ZLWK� WKH� SUREOHP� RI� ([LVWHQFH�� )LUVW� RI�
WKHP��([LVWHQWLDO�,QHUWLD�E\�(GZDUG�)HVHU��VFUXWLQL]HV�$TXLQDVV�ILYH�ZD\V��RU�
DUJXPHQWV�IRU�WKH�H[LVWHQFH�RI�*RG��DQG�WKHLU�UHODWLRQV�WR�WKH�'RFWULQH�RI�'L�
YLQH�&RQVHUYDWLRQ��''&��DQG�WKH�'RFWULQH�RI�([LVWHQWLDO� ,QHUWLD� �'(,��� ,W� LV�
WKH�ODWWHU��)HVHU�FRQFOXGHV��WKDW�$ULVWRWHOLDQ�7KRPLVWV�VKRXOG�UHMHFW��ZKLOH�RQ�
O\�WKH�IRUPHU�WKDW�WKH\�VKRXOG�WDNH�VHULRXVO\��)LQDOO\��$TXLQDVV؈�LQWHOOHFWXV�HV�
VHQWLDH؉�LV�GLVFXVVHG�LQ�*\XOD�.OLPDV�$TXLQDV�YV��%XULGDQ�RQ�(VVHQFH�DQG�([�
LVWHQFH�� DQG� WKH�&RPPHQVXUDELOLW\� RI�3DUDGLJPV��%HVLGH� WKH� LQWURGXFWLRQ�RI�
WKH�DUJXPHQW��.OLPD�TXLWH�SHUVXDVLYHO\�VKRZV�%XULGDQV�FULWLFLVP�RI�WKH�DUJX�
PHQW� DV� ZHOO� DV� WKRPLVWLF� UHVSRQVH� WR� WKH� FULWLFLVP�� $OWKRXJK�� DV� WKH� SDSHU�
FRQFOXGHV��WKH�YDOLGLW\�RI�WKH�DUJXPHQW�LV�UHODWLYH�WR�FRQFHSWXDO�IUDPHZRUN�LQ�
ZKLFK� LW� LV�HYDOXDWHG� �S�������� LW�ZRXOG�EH�D�PLVWDNH�WR�WULYLDOL]H� WKH� LVVXH�DV��
D�PHUH�YHUEDO�GLVDJUHHPHQW���
� 7KH�SDSHU� 3RWHQWLDOLW\� LQ� 6FKRODVWLFLVP� �SRWHQWLDH�� DQG� WKH�&RQWHPSRUDU\�
'HEDWH�RQ3؈�RZHUV؉�E\�(GPXQG�5XQJJDOGLHU�6-�RSHQV�WKH�SHQXOWLPDWH�VHFWLRQ�
RI�WKH�ERRN�FDOOHG�Modality��,Q�WKH�SDSHU��5XQJJDOGLHU�GLVFXVVHV�D�GLVWLQFWLRQ�EH�
WZHHQ� VXEMHFWLYH� DQG� REMHFWLYH� SRWHQFLHV� �S�� ������ D� GLVWLQFWLRQ� JRLQJ� EDFN� WR�
VFKRODVWLFV��3XWWLQJ�WKH�SRWHQFLHV�LQ�D�FRQWUDVW��KH�ILQGV�LWV�FRQWHPSRUDU\�HTXLYD�
OHQFLHV� LQ�SRVVLEOH�ZRUOGV�DSSURDFK�DQG�SRZHUV��VR�GLVFXVVHG�LQ�WKHVH�GD\V���UH�
VSHFWLYHO\��/HW�PH�MXVW�VWUHVV�WKH�YHU\�GLVWLQFWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�SRVVLELOLW\�DQG�LPSRV�
VLELOLW\��SS������������3RZHUV�DQG�GLVSRVLWLRQV�SOD\�WKH�PDLQ�UROH�DOVR�LQ�'DYLG�
3HURXWNDV� 'LVSRVLWLRQDO� 1HFHVVLW\� DQG� 2QWRORJLFDO� 3RVVLELOLW\�� +RZHYHU�� WKH�
VWUDWHJ\�LV�TXLWH�GLIIHUHQW�DV��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�3HURXWND��LW�LV�WKH�HVVHQFH�RI�D�SDUWLFX�
ODU�TXDOLW\�WKDW�GLVSRVLWLRQV�EHORQJ�WR��3XWWLQJ�WUDGLWLRQDO�DQG�FRQWHPSRUDU\�DQDO�
\VLV� WRJHWKHU�� LW� LV� IXUWKHU� VKRZHG� WKDW� WKH�$ULVWRWHOLDQ� FRQFHSW� RI� QDWXUDO� ODZ�
ILQGV� LWV� H[SODQDWLRQ� LQ� DQDO\VLV�RI�GLVSRVLWLRQDO�SURSHUWLHV��7KH� ODVW� �؉\PRGDOLW؈
SDSHU�� 7KH�2SWLPDO� DQG� WKH�1HFHVVDU\� LQ�/HLEQL]�0DWKHPDWLFDO�)UDPLQJ�RI�
WKH�&RPSRVVLEOH�E\�0DUN�)DOOHU��ZRQGHUV�LQWR�/HLEQL]V�PHWDSK\VLFV�RI�PRGDO�
LW\�DV�D�WRRO�LQ�RXU�FODULILFDWLRQ�RI�PRGDO�FRQFHSWV��+LVWRULFDOO\�YHU\�DSSHDOLQJ��WKH�
SDSHU�SXWV� WRJHWKHU� VHYHUDO�/HLEQL]V�ZRUNV� WR�SURYLGH�D�XQLILHG� UHDGLQJ�RI� �KLV�
FRQFHSWLRQ��RI�PRGDO�PDWWHUV�� LQFOXGLQJ� ORJLF��PDWKHPDWLFV�� VFLHQFH��VHH��HVSH�
FLDOO\��YHU\�LQVWUXFWLYH�SDUDJUDSK�������FDXVDOLW\��KXPDQ�DIIDLUV��SUREDELOLW\�HWF���
� )LQDOO\��VHFWLRQ�,9��Predication��7ZR�SDSHUV�RQ�WKH�WRSLF�8�ZH�0HL[QHUV�
7KH�,QWHUSUHWDWLRQ�V��RI�3UHGLFDWLRQ�DQG�6WDQLVODY�6RXVHG¯NV�7RZDUGV�D�7KR�
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PLVWLF� 7KHRU\� RI� 3UHGLFDWLRQ� � FRQFHUQ� SUHGLFDWLRQ� IURP� ERWK� KLVWRULFDO� DQG�
FRQWHPSRUDU\�SHUVSHFWLYH��:KLOH�0HL[QHUV�SDSHU�SUHVHQWV�DQ�RXWOLQH�RI�WKH�PRVW�
LPSRUWDQW�FRQFHSWLRQV�RI�SUHGLFDWLRQ��$ULVWRWOH��3ODWR��/HLEQL]�DQG�)UHJH��DQG�
H[SUHVVHV�KLV�V\PSDWK\�WR�WKH�)UHJHDQ�ZD\�RI�SUHGLFDWLRQ��IDOOLQJ�XQGHU�WKH�VR�
FDOOHG�IXQFWLRQDO�SDUDGLJP�RI�SUHGLFDWLRQ���6RXVHG¯NV�REVHUYDWLRQV��SS�����������
WHUPLQDWH�LQ�VXFK�D�WKHRU\�RI�SUHGLFDWLRQ�WKDW�LV�EDVHG�RQ�D��PHWDSK\VLFDOO\�XQ�
GHUVWRRG��QRWLRQ�RI�LGHQWLW\��VHH�KLV�GHILQLWLRQV������SS�������������
� 6R�PXFK�IRU�WKH�ERRN��/HW�PH�QRZ�JR�EDFN�WR�RQH�LVVXH�VOLJKWO\�GLVFXVVHG�
LQ�DOPRVW�HYHU\�PHQWLRQHG�SDSHU��QDPHO\�D�PRGDO�SKHQRPHQRQ�RI�LPSRVVLELOL�
W\��6XUHO\��DV�WKH�SUHFHGLQJ�VXPPDU\�KDV�PDGH�FOHDU��WKH�WRSLF�LV�QRW�VXSSRVHG�
WR�SOD\� WKH�PDLQ� UROH�KHUH��%XW� D� VLPSOH� UHIOHFWLRQ�FDQ� VKRZ� WKDW� LPSRVVLEOH�
SKHQRPHQD� DUH� IUHTXHQW� WKURXJKRXW� WKH� $ULVWRWHOLDQ�� 6FKRODVWLF� DV� ZHOO� DV�
$QDO\WLF�PHWDSK\VLFV��7R�EHJLQ�ZLWK��0HLQRQJLDQ�RQWRORJ\�GRHV�FRQWDLQ� LP�
SRVVLELOLD� RI� RQH� VRUW� RU� DQRWKHU� �YDQ� ,QZDJHQ�� S�� ����� WKHUH� are� LPSRVVLEOH�
LWHPV�DPRQJ�EHLQJV�RI�UHDVRQ��SS��������������P\�italics���PHWDSK\VLFDO�WKHRULHV�
� VD\� FRQVWLWXHQW� RQWRORJ\� �/RX[�� SS�� �������� DFWXDOLVP� �3HWHUVRQ�� S�� �����
WUXWKPDNLQJ�WKHVLV��,QPDQ��S�������HVVHQWLDOLVP��/RZH��SS������������WKH�H[LV�
WHQFH� RI� EDUH� SDUWLFXODUV� �1RY£N�� SS�� ���������� WKH� SODWRQLVWLF� FRQFHSWLRQ� RI�
QXPEHUV��S�������LI�WUXH��DUH�QHFHVVDULO\�VR��ZKLOH�LWV�ULYDO��QDWXUDOO\��LPSRVVL�
EOH��<HW��ZH�VWLOO�UDWLRQDOO\�VFUXWLQL]H�WKHP��VD\�VXEVWUDWXP�WKHRU\��SRVVLELOLVP��
WKH�+XPHDQ�GHQLDO�RI�QHFHVVDU\�FRQQHFWLRQV��DQWL�HVVHQWLDOLVP��WKH�H[LVWHQFH�RI�
WKLFN�SDUWLFXODUV��QRPLQDOLVP�LQ�PDWKHPDWLF�HWF����0RUHRYHU��ZH�FDQ�H[SOLFLWO\�
UHDVRQ�DERXW�LPSRVVLEOH�� >E@XW�LI�6�RU�6V�HVVHQFH�GLG�WKLV�FRQMRLQLQJ��WKHQ�6�
ZRXOG�EH�WKH�FDXVH�RI�LWVHOI��ZKLFK�LV�LPSRVVLEOH��S�������� LI�WKLV� IRUPDO�FRQ�
WHQW� LQYROYHV� WKH� H[LVWHQFH� RI� WKH� WKLQJ�� WKHQ� LW� LV� LPSRVVLEOH� WR� IRUP� WKLV�
TXLGGLWDWLYH�FRQFHSW�RI�DQ\�VLQJOH�WKLQJ��S��������DQG�VR�RQ��3XW�EULHIO\��GLV�
SXWHV�LQ�PHWDSK\VLFV�do�LQYROYH�UHDVRQLQJ�DERXW�WKH�LPSRVVLEOH��
� :H�DOO�EHOLHYH�WKDW�WKLQJV�FRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�RWKHUZLVH��%UDWLVODYD�FRXOG�KDYH�
EHHQ�FORVHU�WR�0DQFKHVWHU�WKDQ�LW�DFWXDOO\�LV��WKHUH�FRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�PRUH�FDUV�
LQ�%UDWLVODYD�WKDQ�WKHUH�DFWXDOO\�LV��,�FRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�%ULWLVK�UDWKHU�WKDQ�6ORYDN�
DQG� VR� IRUWK�� 3KLORVRSKHUV� FDOO� WKH� ZD\V� WKLQJV� FRXOG� KDYH� EHHQ� SRVVLEOH�
ZRUOGV�� %ULHIO\�� SRVVLEOH� ZRUOGV� DUH� DOO� WKH� ZD\V� WKH� ZRUOG� FRXOG� KDYH� EHHQ��
+RZHYHU��E\�SDULW\�RI� UHDVRQLQJ��ZH�DOVR�EHOLHYH� WKDW�QRWKLQJ�FRXOG�EH�EODFN�
DQG�JUHHQ�DOO�RYHU�DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��WKDW�WKHUH�FDQQRW�EH�URXQG�VTXDUHV��PDU�
ULHG�EDFKHORUV�RU�HYHQ�SULPHV�ELJJHU�WKDQ����%XW�LI�WKDW�LV�VR��ZH�VKRXOG�SURYLGH�
DQ� H[SODQDWLRQ� RI� WKH� SKHQRPHQD�� XVLQJ� WKH� DSSDUDWXV� VLPLODU� WR� SRVVLEOH�
ZRUOGV��&RQVHTXHQWO\�� WKH�WDON�RI� imSRVVLEOH�ZRUOGV��YDULRXV�ZD\V�WKH�ZRUOG�
FRXOG�not KDYH� EHHQ� � VHHPV� WR� EH� QRWKLQJ� EXW� D� UHJLPHQWDWLRQ� RI� RXU� SUH�
SKLORVRSKLFDO�WDON�DERXW�UHDOLW\��$OWKRXJK�LW�LV�XVXDOO\�FODLPHG�WKDW�WKH�LPSRVV�
LEOH�FDQQRW�EH� LPDJLQHG��S�������� WKDW�RXU� UHSUHVHQWDWLRQDO�FDSDELOLWLHV�DUH� OL�
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PLWHG� RQO\� WR� WKH� SRVVLEOH�� WKHUH� DUH� TXLWH� SHUVXDVLYH� UHDVRQV� DJDLQVW� WKHVH�
FODLPV�� )RU� H[DPSOH��ZH� FDQ�PHDQLQJIXOO\�ZRQGHU�ZKDW�ZRXOG� RU�ZRXOG� QRW�
KDSSHQ�LI��VD\��VRPHWKLQJ�ZHUH�UHG�DQG�\HOORZ�DOO�RYHU��RU�LI�WKHUH�ZHUH�D�URXQG�
VTXDUH��7KXV��SRVVLEOH�ZRUOGV�GR�QRW�VXIILFH�LQ�WKH�DQDO\VLV�RI�PRGDOLW\���
� 7KH�WHUP�RI�SRVVLEOH�ZRUOG�SHQHWUDWHV�WKH�ZKROH�ERRN��,WV�XVHIXOQHVV�LV�DS�
SDUHQW�LQ�YDULRXV�SDUWV�RI�PHWDSK\VLFV��LQFOXGLQJ�VWUXFWXUH�RI�WKH�ZRUOG��UHIHU�
HQFH��SUHGLFDWLRQ��H[LVWHQFH�DQG�PRGDOLW\��%XW�LW�VHHPV�WKDW�WKH�WHUP�LPSRVVL�
EOH�ZRUOG�SDUDOOHOV� WKH� WHUP� SRVVLEOH�ZRUOG�� ,I� VRPHWKLQJ� LV�SRVVLEOH� iff� LW� LV�
WKH� FDVH� DW� VRPH� SRVVLEOH�ZRUOG��ZKDW� HOVH� FRXOG� EHWWHU� V\VWHPDWL]H� RXU� SUH�
WKHRUHWLFDO� RSLQLRQV� DERXW� WKH� LPSRVVLEOH�� LI� QRW� WKH� DQDORJLFDO� FRQGLWLRQDO��
QDPHO\�VRPHWKLQJ�LV�LPSRVVLEOH�iff�LW�LV�WKH�FDVH�DW�VRPH�LPSRVVLEOH�ZRUOG"�3XW�
RWKHUZLVH�� DQG� HYHQ� PRUH� VWURQJO\�� RQFH� H[LVWHQFH� LV� JUDQWHG� WR� SRVVLEOH�
ZRUOGV�� WKHUH� LV� QR� QRQ�TXHVWLRQ�EHJJLQJ� UHDVRQV� WR� GHQ\� LW� WR� LPSRVVLELOLD��
%ULHIO\�� LPSRVVLEOH�ZRUOGV� DUH� LQ� D� VLPLODU� VLWXDWLRQ� LQ�ZKLFK� SRVVLEOH�ZRUOGV�
ZHUH�WKLUW\�ILYH�\HDUV�DJR��cf��3ULHVW�������������6R�ZK\�WR�LJQRUH�WKHP"�
� $OO� LQ�DOO�� WKH�ERRN�Metaphysics – $ULVWRWHOLDQ��6FKRODVWLF��$QDO\WLF� LV�D�JUHDW�
JXLGH� LQWR� WKH� PHWDSK\VLFDO� GHEDWHV� WKURXJKRXW� WKH� KLVWRU\� RI� SKLORVRSK\��
0RUHRYHU��LW�GRHV�QRW�RQO\�SUHVHQW��EXW�DOVR�FULWLFDOO\�HYDOXDWH�WUDGLWLRQDO�PHWD�
SK\VLFDO�SUREOHPV�IURP�DQDO\WLFDO�SRLQW�RI�YLHZ��VXFK�D�XVHIXO�DSSURDFK�WR�SKL�
ORVRSKLFDO�SUREOHPV��� ,�� WKHUHIRUH�� UHFRPPHQG� WKH�ERRN� WR� OD\PHQ� LQWHUHVWHG�
LQ�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�PHWDSK\VLFV�DV�ZHOO�DV�H[SHUWV�LQ�WKH�ILHOG��%RWK�RI�WKHP��LQ�
P\�RSLQLRQ��ZLOO�ILQG�WKH�ERRN�SKLORVRSKLFDOO\�DSSHDOLQJ���
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